ST. JOHN’S EPISTLE

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

BERRYSBURG, PA | NOVEMBER 2025

Thankful (def.): Appreciation for something specific that has happened
Gratitude (def.): A deep, consistent appreciation for life's blessings

For what or whom are you thankful? For what or whom are you grateful?

I'm thankful for Hill's Congregation Council, who displayed thoughtful, faithful and brave leadership in
choosing a Call Committee. | am grateful that their vulnerability, willingness and care are such a
blessing in leadership to this faith community. They did a hard thing, choosing amongst far too many
great people who had similar gifts while crafting a team that represents so many layers of life stages
across many layers of ministry here.

Over 20 names were submitted for consideration. The truth is that several people represented many of
the same gifts of age, longevity of active involvement, ministry involvement, and care for the

community. Council could have fielded a team of 20 people. They had to choose only 6. They identified
that the same gifts for Call Committee are also gifts for Council leadership and are hopeful that those not
serving on Call Committee may still be a vital part of the leadership process by considering serving on
next year's Council.

I'm thankful for those who answered the invitation to serve on the Call Committee. They are:

Amy Gehring, Randy Paul, Craig Peters, Maddie Williard, Tonya Henninger and Jamie Doyle (Council
representative).

I'm grateful for their deliberation and their commitment to serve and give voice to all the members of the
beloved community.

The team was installed on Reformation Sunday and will begin their work in earnest soon. For now, we
measure this part of the journey in months, not weeks. That will change soon enough. Let God continue
to work wonderful things in our midst. | invite you to spend time seeking all for which we are both
thankful and grateful that God has and continues to supply!

In gratitude,

Pastor Katrina



News from Miss Laurie, Young Christians Minister

Happy harvest, everyone! It has been a fabulous fall and we’re going to keep the fun coming! Grab your
calendars and mark in these great faith formation activities for November:

e Wednesday, November 5" - Join us from 6:30 — 8:00 for an “I Dig Jesus” Celebration Club!

e Sunday, November 9" - It’s our “Awesome Autumn” SONday Celebration! Join us for lots of fall
fun!!

e Sunday, November 16" - It’s time for another Sunny Sermon in church! Plan to stay for the fun!

e Sunday, November 23™ - Get ready to “Gobble Up God’s Goodness” in SONday Celebration!

e Sunday, November 30" - We start “Preparing for Jesus” in SONday Celebration! Can you believe
it?

It’s going to be a month full of fabulous faith formation! Come and be part of the celebration!!
Have a fantastic November and may your month be filled with moments of thanks and acts of giving!!

Miss Laurie

Book Group

Zoom Information: Meeting ID: 848 8976 9611, Passcode: 983050

Monday, November 10, 2025 Rita Cross Roads William Paul Young In person
Monday, December 8, 2025 Lois Silent Night Mary Higgins Clark Zoom
Monday, January 12, 2026 Christy = The Abbey James Martin SJ Zoom
Hotel on the Counter of Bitter
Monday, February 9, 2026 Carol Jamie Ford Zoom
and Sweet
Monday, March 9, 2026 Helen The Red Tent Anita Diamant Zoom
Sheila Walsh &
Monday, April 13, 2026 Ginny Angel Song In person
Kathryn Cushman

Communion Sunday Change

Our Service with Holy Communion will be on November 23rd (Christ the King Sunday).
There will not be Holy Communion with the service on November 2nd.

Pastor Katrina will be on vacation October 29 - November 14, and no ordained pastors were available to
supply on November 2. Since Christ the King Sunday is a festival Sunday—and in keeping with our
congregation’s tradition to celebrate communion on festival days—we will still share Holy Communion
together in the month of November.



Prepare the Way

Advent, the four weeks preceding the birth of Christ, begins on November 30th.

This Advent, we will hear from four unique and wise messengers: Madeline Williard, Isaac Jackson, Sara
Riland, and Mary Riland—each will preach one Sunday during the Advent season.

Did you know that most of the messengers sent to bring Good News in the Bible were young? There’s
plenty of references to the messengers as being “young” and “fresh of face.” How about the prophets and
disciples? Same thing - young men and women chosen well before they themselves felt like they should
have such a responsibility. Perhaps no greater witness for us is the one in whom, this season, we will
ponder what it means to say “yes” to God while being so young - Mary, the Mother of Jesus.

God chose them. God sentthem. God worked in them a message delivered from their voices, from their
perspectives to people that learned to hear faith through the wisdom of the younger generation.

St. John’s is blessed with a deeply devoted and active group of young adults. What a gift and privilege it is

to hear God’s Word proclaimed through their voices as we prepare for the coming of Christ!

Pastoral Care During Vacation

Pastor Katrina will be on vacation from October 29 — November 14. For pastoral care concerns, please
contact Rachel Henry (Administrator) or Roy Henry (Council President). They will connect you with the
on-call clergy.

Matt Williard will lead worship on November 2 and November 9. Deepest thanks to all who are stepping
into lead and support during this time. Your care and dedication make this sabbath rest possible. — Pastor
Katrina

What a Reformation Sunday!

We extend a warm welcome to Shirley Corbett, Susan Simonton and Linda Latchford, who have joined
the St. John’s church family!

We also rejoice with Grayson Foreman, Hayden Diesel, and Derrick Roadcap, who celebrated around
the communion table as they received their First Communion.

The church is ever reforming—and ever rejoicing in God’s grace at work among us!

Upcoming St. John’s Women of the ELCA Group Events

The St. John’s Ladies Group has some exciting events coming up!

e Group Outing — “Men In Harmony” Concert, November 9 Location: Trinity United Methodist
Church, Elizabethville. Join us for a fun evening together as we enjoy this performance!
e Thank Offering Sunday, Sunday, November 23

We look forward to seeing everyone at upcoming activities and sharing fellowship together!



Poinsettia Sponsor Form 2025
Smucker Gardens

Please consider sponsoring a Poinsettia to create our Christmas Poinsettia Tree.
Our lovely tree will be on display
Sunday, December 14" through our Christmas Eve Service,
after which you may take your beautiful plants home to enjoy!

Color Choice: Red w/ White Glitter or Solid White
Size: 6 ¥2” Pot Price: $10 each

PREFERRED Red - #: PREFERRED White - #:

Total Number Ordered: @ $10.00=% Total Due

Please print desired memorial as you want it printed in the bulletin:

Presented by:

In Honor of:

In Memory of:

For the Many Blessings of:

Order forms, along with payment, can be given to any member of the Flower Committee:
Kim Williard, Sheila Barder, Gail Billow or Dana Klouser

Absolute Last Day to Order - November 16, 2025



& / St. John’s Chili Cookoff /' 4

Join us Sunday, November 9th right
after service for our first-ever
St. John’s Chili Cookoff!

Think your chili has what it takes to be
the best? Enter our friendly
competition by contacting Roy &

Rachel Henry or Bryan & Kylie
WI T H A S ID E‘ Bender to sign up by November ond

OF C H U R C H We'd love to have a bunch of cooks
and even more tasters join in the fun!

The Youth Group will be serving up

fresh cornbread, apple cider, and

dessert — and they’'ll even help with
judging the competition!

Let's make this an exciting, flavorful event and
show our support for the $t. John’s Youth Group!

& Youth Group Fall Fun Day! &5

We had an amazing time at Schwartz Farm for our Fall Fun Day! A total of 15 kids and 4 adults joined in
the fun as we explored the corn maze, enjoyed a hayride, and shared lots of laughs along the way. Thank

you to everyone who came out and made it such a great day together! &%

Upcoming Events

November: Sunday, November 9th — Chili Cookoff

December: Tentative Date, Sunday, December 7th

January Senior High & College Students Winterfest: January 2" -4t Wyndham Resortin
Lancaster

January: Sunday, January 11t - Youth Group Outing

February: Sunday, February 8" -Youth Sunday, Souper Bowl Sunday

March: Baked Ziti Dinner (Date to be determined), March 29t — Easter Egg Hunt Preparation
April: Saturday, April 4" — Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt




St John Evangelical Lutheran Church
Congregational Council Minutes
September 14,2025

The council meeting was called to order by Roy Henry.

Present: Pastor Katrina, Roy Henry, Jamie Doyle, Matthew Motter, Sandra Paul, Matthew Riland, Justin Adams,
Christie Kahler, Donna Rabenold, Sandra Lamenza. Excused were Jeff Lehman, Karen Gehring, Ty Troutman,

Devotions and Opening Prayer by Pastor Katrina.

Meeting Minutes: Motion made by Matt Riland to accept the July 20" 2025 Council Minutes, 2" by Matther Motter,
motion approved unanimously.

Pastor’s Report : Pastor Katrina gave a brief verbal report of her duties this month, Lois Lesher’s Funeral services,
meeting with transition team, and several pastoral visits and counseling visitation.

Pastor Katrina emailed council a copy of our Official Constitution, she made a digital version for an easier read,
nothing was changed. She wants us to have copies and review as there are changes that need to be made,
because our Synod has made procedural changes that we need to address orimplement. She has called together
a committee to review the Official Constitution and compare it with Synod’s recommendation and see what
changes will need to be made. She has called together Josh Paul, Christie Kahler, and Helen Henninger to review.
When they have completed their review and made suggestions of the changes needed this would then need to be
presented to Synod for approval. After Synod’s approval it would need to be presented to the congregation at (2)
annual congregational meetings and voted on in order to be changed.

Pastor Katrina reviewed with the transition team and made a motion that we are now ready to start the call
committee process; this was 2" by Matthew Riland all approved unanimously. Pastor referred us to the LSS-
ELCA.org website to review the Call Manual for Congregations and Institutions of the Lower Susquehanna Synod.
We will need to have (6) people from our congregation to be on the call committee - 1 from council and 5 from the
congregation, with 2 alternates.

At our next meeting we will need to decide who the call committee individuals will be. Our Next Council meeting
will be 10-19-25 right after worship. The individuals we choose may need to travel long distances; the manual
gives recommendation who in the congregation to consider for this roll.

Pastor Katrina gave a prayer for guidance with this difficult decision.

Pastor Katrina, held discussion on our Administrator needs, including a list of Duties and Responsibilities of the
Church Secretary. Roy Henry excused himself as he is the husband of our Office Secretary Rachel Henry. The
meeting was turned over to the Vice President Matt Riland. Rachel has a full-time job and is currently working
about 12 hours a week as the church secretary. It was reviewed that some of these duties should be placed back
on the committees and not handled by the church secretary.

A motion was made by Sandra Lamenza, 2" by Christy Kahler to have the finance committee budget herin a
higher pay rate, (increase her pay for 2026) and give her a stipend at the end of the year for the additional work she
has taken on, and to have her duties reviewed, so some duties may be placed back on committees. All approved
unanimously.

Roy Henry returned and regained control of the meeting.
Justin Adam’s excused himself from the meeting as he had another appointment to attend.

Children And Youth Ministry Report : Miss Laurie’s report for July and August were reviewed. Motion made by
Sandra Paul to accept these reports, 2" by Sandra Lamenza, motion approved unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: Jamie expressed that before making any purchases, each committee needs to review and
have acknowledgement from her before making these purchases. She needs to make sure she has enough cash
on hand to pay these invoices. The cost of everything is going up, oil, phone, copier, etc. But the congregational



giving is not going up. She reviewed her July and August reports to bring to our attention that there is only $ 3,568
liguid in the Memorial Fund Checking after paying for the boiler and chimney repointing. The finance committee
meeting will be held virtually on October 30" at 6:30 to prepare the 2026 Budget. Jamie will let Rachel know to
place an announcement in the bulletin. Motion made by Donna Rabenold, and 2" by Matt Riland to approve the
treasurer’s report. All approved unanimously.

Christy Kahler left the meeting early to attend another event.
Reception of Petitions and Communications:

Nicole Radel requested donation for Parent Teacher Advisory Council, the UDA PTAC is a non-profit that organizes
and promotes certain school events and seeks to provide modest scholarships to qualifying UDA HS Seniors to
assist them with post-secondary academic or vocational pursuits. Roy Henry made a motion we decline as we
already give members of our congregation scholarships, 2" by Jamie all approved unanimously.

Jamies sent email on 8-11-25 that she looked back through the Bicentennial Checkbook ledger through 2022 and
found that we gave donations to the following organizations: Northern Dauphin Co YMCA $500, UDA Post Prom
$100; Upper Dauphin Human Services $200; Dauphin Co Library System $100 annually; Berrysburg Fire Co $500
Annually. No checks were sent to Bethesda Mission, Lifeline Pregnancy Care Center or additional ELCA World
Hunger beyond our regular offering.

Petition from Lifeline Pregnancy center for a donation. A motion was made by Sandra Lamenza to decline any
donation at this time, 2" by Jamie Doyle, all approved unanimously.

Reports of Standing Committees:

e Church Property — Meeting held 8-26-25 report given by Carl Baumgardner, Some tree branches need
trimmed. A dead tree in the grove will need to be taken down. The rain spouting at sexton’s house needs
repaired and an estimate will be given for review. Chimney mortar repair is completed. The new boiler is
installed and working. The front door is painted and trimmed. Ryan Lentz will be installing the surge
protector for the elevator. Voice Mail set- up has been completed. Winterization of the church will be
completed next meeting 9-24-at 6:00 P.m.

e Finance- Meeting 10-30-25 6:30 virtually

e Worship & Music - Meeting was held 8-12-25 Report given by Judy Ferree. Last outdoor worship will be 9-
14-25, then back indoors 9-21-25 with regular fall schedule worship starting at 10:15 a.m. Pastor Katrina
Holland’s vacation will fall over Sundays, November 2 and 9. Carol Hubler knows of a retired minister, and
she is going to check on his availability especially for All Saints Sunday’s communion service held on
November 2. A favorable discussion was held on ringing a hand bell for this past year’s deceased members
of our congregation on All Saints Sunday, November 2 when they are recognized. Carol Hubler has the
hand bell.

In the past the Women’s Thank offering Service was held on Christ the King Sunday, which is November 23 this
year, if the women are planning to have this service this year, we suggested incorporation God’s work our hands
which is held the first Sunday in September in the Lutheran Church. They Also discussed having a collection of
canned goods this Sunday to help with the food bank. Advent Season starts Sunday November 30. We will also go
back to singing 3 hymns on Sunday. Discussion was had reviewing the Sunday we used intinction communion 8-3-
25, most agreed it would work great for services held outside, weddings and funerals. Discussion was had that
the Sunday School Piano needs tuned; Judy was in contact with Bob Barry and he hopes to have it tuned in early
September.

Next Meeting scheduled 10-14-25 at 6:00 P.M.

Motion was made by Roy Henry that Memorial Fund money from Lois Lesher be used to tune the piano, 2" by Matt
Riland, all approved unanimously.

Pastor Katrina will be on Vacation 11-2 and 11-9, Carol Hubler told Pastor the retired minister will not be available,
and Pastor Katrina was unable to find a replacement who will administer Holy Communion. Motion was made by



Pastor Katrina to have Holy Communion on November 23, Christ the King Sunday, 2"* Matt Riland, all approved
unanimously.

Faith Formation Team- Next Meeting 9-29-25

Mutual Ministry- Pastor Katrina will set a date for this meeting.

Executive Comm — No update

Nominating — Council members going off will also help nominate people

Historical/Archives/Anniversary- Sandra Lamenza will be attending full day workshop in Gettysburg to help

organize the archives, she is also looking for a person to mentor to take over this role when she steps

down.

e Cemetery committee -Did a walk through, the cost of repairing tomb stones is about $3,800, They are also
looking to get youth involved to help clean stones and clean up cemetery

e Bell Ringing — No report

e Creation Care Team - No report.

Women of ELCA- Next meeting 9-16-2025

Youth Group Report-Planned Campout cancelled due to thunderstorms — LYO kits on 9-14-25.
Other Reports — None

Unfinished Business

e Prayerful consideration needed for donation from Lynn Henninger/Bob Schaffer — Checks form Bob
Schaffer are at the Law Office of Kerwin & Kerwin, Roy Henry will pick them up and see they are given to
Jamie Doyle. We will table the discussion for our next meeting

e Wewill no longer have a P O Box, the new address is 217 St. Johns Rd Elizabethville PA 17023. The new
mailbox is up and addresses will be changed. Lewis will check the mailbox daily and place mail on the
pastor’s desk. Motion made by Sandra Lamenza for this change in procedure, 2" by Jamie Doyle, all
approved anonymously.

New Business

Pastor Katrina asked for help managing a large wedding on 10-11-25, with about 150 people. Someone is needed
at the elevator to welcome visitors. Sandra Lamenza and Roy Henry volunteered to help.

Approval needed for Girl Scout Sunday. Including rehearsal Friday 3-6-25 at 6:30, and then Girl Scout Sunday 3-8-
25 with fellowship after service. Motion made by Matthew Motter to approve, 2" by Matt Riland, all approved
unanimously.

Approval is needed for Girl Scout meetings to be held at the church. Sandra Lamanza made motion to approve
Nicole Radel to host these meetings, 2" by Jamie Dolye, all approved unanimously.

Approval needed for Camp Sunday in Feb/March. Including a presentation by Lutheran Camping Corp, Miss
Laurie Camping Sermon, and a Soup Luncheon after worship with free will donation. We will need specific dates
to approve as Feb 22, March 8, and March 29 are no longer available, will need to table till next meeting.

Next Council Meeting Sunday, October 19" after worship.

Adjournment: Motion made by Donna Rabenold to adjourn the meeting, 2" by Jamie Doyle, all approved
unanimously. The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Paul Secretary.



November

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

IAll Saints Day
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
All Saints Sunday 10am Blanket Bunch 7pm Choir Rehearsal 6:30pm Celebration Club (I

i ]

9:00 Adult Bible Study, Youth Formation, Confirmation Class, Dig Jesus!)
SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie Election Day
10:15Worship and Celebration Time with Miss Laurie for Young
Persons
Daylight saving time ends.
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
22" Sunday after Pentecost 10am Blanket Bunch Veteran’s Day Deadline to Submititems
9:00 Adult Bible Study, Youth Formation, Confirmation Class, 6:30pm Book Club - In Person 7pm Choir Rehearsal forDecemb'er St.John’s
SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie 7pm - Dartball (St. John’s @ Valley’s Epistle
10:15 Worship and Celebration Time with Miss Laurie for Young ECC)
Persons
11:30 Youth Group Chili Cookoff
Women’s Group Event (Men in Harmony)
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 Sunday after Pentecost 10am Blanket Bunch 7pm Choir Rehearsal
9:00 Adult Bible Study, Youth Formation, Confirmation Class,
SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie
10:15 Worship and Celebration Time with Miss Laurie for Young
Persons
11:30am - Council Meeting
23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Christ the King

9:00 Adult Bible Study, Youth Formation, Confirmation Class,
SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie

10:15 Worship (Thankoffering Service) with Holy Communion and
Celebration Time with Miss Laurie for Young Persons

10am Blanket Bunch

St. John’s)

7pm — Dartball (Faith United Methodist @

7pm Choir Rehearsal

5:30pm Property Committee
Meeting

Thanksgiving Day

30

First Sunday of Advent
9:00 Adult Bible Study, Youth Formation, Confirmation Class,
SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie

10:15 Worship and Celebration Time with Miss Laurie for Young
Persons




Contact Information

Pastor Katrina Holland pastorkatrinaholland@gmail.com 717-362-9519 (O)
Laurie Little, Young Christians Minister misslaurie.little@gmail.com 717-571-5058
Lewis Weaver, Sexton bootsdagreat@gmail.com 570-809-1014
Grace Weaver, Sexton No Email 570-809-1510
Judith Ferree, Organist jiferee@epix.net 717-362-4228
Ty Troutman, Choir Director Kimjtroutman@gmail.com 717-686-2758
Rachel Henry, Secretary admin@stjohnhillchurch.org 717-439-3897
Roy Henry, Council President henryfamily2004@gmail.com 717-215-9837
Kim Williard, Prayer Chain Coordinator 59kimwil@gmail.com 717-439-3050
Address:

217 St. Johns Road, Elizabethville, PA 17023

Church Website: www.stjohnhillchurch.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnhillchurch

Important Update — New Mailing Address

Please note that St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church has a new mailing address.

We no longer have a P.O. Box.

Our new address is:
217 St. Johns Road
Elizabethville, PA17023

We kindly ask that all future mail be sent directly to this address.

Thank You!!
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