ST.JOHN’S EPISTLE  °

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
BERRYSBURG, PA | NOVEMBER 2024

Dear Friends in Jesus,

If you had the opportunity to read my letter on this page in last month’s St. John’s Epistle, you may recall my
mentioning the lesser festival of All Saints Sunday, which falls on November 3. This is the Sunday morning
when we make a point to observe the November 1 lesser festival of All Saints Day, since this year, as most of
the time, it doesn’t fall on a Sunday when we are already in worship.

Last month, | wrote that this is the annual day when we make time to remember that we are part of a very big
Christian Family spanning 20 Centuries and, in so doing, call to mind our congregational family members who
have died since the previous year — and this we will do. As | write these lines in mid-October, having just gotten
done leading Bob Schaffer’s funeral worship, there are now seven members of our congregational family who
will be lifted up on November 3:

Name Date of Death
Dianne Schell November 18, 2023
Arlene Doyle November 23, 2023
Fred Weaver January 31, 2024
Patricia Herb March 28, 2024
Timothy Enders April 11, 2024
Gregory Warner September 19, 2024
Robert Schaffer October 7, 2024

During the prayers that morning, there will also be silent time during which your other loved ones who have died
at any time can be named, aloud or in silence. This year, the leadership of that worship will be in the very fine
hands of Matt Williard, as my planned time away continues that morning.

As my planned retirement date of February 28 draws ever closer, with all of the change and transition which that
will involve for you and for me as a part of this wonderful St. John Congregational Family, | was thinking that the
All Saints Festival this year will also have the very helpful effect of reminding and reassuring us all that there is
a long view to be taken in such things...

e that the span of 242 years which might seem so significant to us isn’t even the blink of an eye to
the God we worship and serve...

¢ that, to the extent that we have been able to do good work together in God here on The Hill over
the past 244 years, we have only been following in the footsteps of the generations who did that
work for all of the previous 220 years...



e and that what just now may feel mainly like an ending to us will also be yet another wonderful
beginning in God, continuing to pave the way for those who will one day take up the baton from
us and carry it forward for as long as time, in God’s providence, may last.

So forward we go in God — always forward, knowing that the way ahead is good because the Way Ahead is God!

Pastor Tom

News from Miss Laurie, Young Christians Minister

Happy harvest, everyone! It has been a fabulous fall and we’re going to keep the fun coming! Grab your
calendars and mark in these great faith formation activities for November:

e \Wednesday, November 6" — Join us from 6:30 — 8:00 for a “Pumpkin Palooza” Celebration Club!

e Sunday, November 10" — It's our “Pumpkin, Pumpkin” SONday Celebration! Join us for lots of “pumpkin-
y” fun!!

e Sunday, November 24" — Be ready to count your blessings at our “Give Thanks” SONday Celebration!

In addition to the above activities, the “Jingle Elves” have been asked to sing at the Berrysburg Tree Lighting
and the Gratz Christmas Party in December! In preparation for these events, we’ve scheduled practices on the
following Sundays: November 10", 17, and 24" All practices will be at 2:00 at the church! We hope you can
join us for the fun!

Have a fantastic November and may your month be filled with moments of thanks and acts of giving!!

Miss Laurie

Book Group - November 2024:

Join us for our November book group as we now move online for the colder, darker months. We'll be
discussing Dance of the Dissident Daughter by Sue Monk Kidd on Monday, November 11, 6:00 pm. Everyone
is welcome! Speak with or email Ann (rahbruner@gmail.com) if you'd like to join us or need a copy of the book.

Tentative dates for upcoming book group gatherings online are Dec. 9, Jan. 13, and Feb 3.

Inquirer’s Class

Pastor Tom will be leading an Inquirer's Class on Wednesday, November 13, from 6:00 to 7:30 P.M. This class
is designed for folks who are interested in joining our congregational family, folks who are trying to figure out if
this is where God might be guiding them to a faith home, and folks who are already a part of the congregational
family but would like to have a bit of a refresher in the basics of Lutheran Christian history and belief. Simply
speak with Pastor Tom by November 10 to sign up. New members will be received during morning worship on
a Sunday to be determined by the gathered group.


mailto:rahbruner@gmail.com

Creation Care Team

Creation Care Team will meet on Sunday, November 10 at 4:30 pm in the fellowship hall. Topics for this meeting
will be:

e gathering information on solar proposals, and
¢ planning newsletter articles with seasonal tips for caring for creation while saving money and resources.

Please join us if you are interested in these topics or have ideas to share!

Sight and Sound!

The Youth Group is planning a fundraiser to see
NOAH in 2025 at Sight and Sound in Lancaster. We
are looking into group tickets for the St. John
Congregation. If you're interested in attending,
please reach out to Rachel or Olivia. This isn't a
commitment, but it will help us gauge interest for
ticket purchases. Thank you!

Pastoral Acts

At the Graveside

Pastor Tom presided at funeral worship for Robert Schaffer, who died at the Polk Personal Care Center in
Millersburg on October 7. Worship took place at the church on October 14, with interment in our cemetery. We
pray God’'s comfort in the Easter Promise of Resurrection for Bob’s family!

Also, in Our Prayers

Following Greg Warner’s death at his home on September 19, please continue to be lifting up Paulette,
Andre’a, and Blair and the whole Warner Family in your prayers.

Please Help!

As another heating season soon gets underway, please help your congregational family be a good steward of
heating oil and heating dollars. First, please be sure to keep doors closed between different heating zones —
especially 1. all doors on the second floor going into the nave or up to the balcony and 2. all doors on the first
floor going into the “Sunday School” room. Second, if you turn up a thermostat for any reason, please be sure
to turn it back down again when you leave. All areas of the church other than our nave — which is
automatically kept at 55 degrees — are normally kept at 60 degrees. Thank you!
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SOUP AND SALAD
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10TH

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORSHIP A

*¥** FREE WILL DONATION COLLECTED ***

f
o

*** TAKE OUT AVAILABLE ***

.
Upcoming Events

DECEMBER MEETING: To Be Announced

DECEMBER ADVENT PROGRAM: Sunday, December 15th
JANUARY SENIOR HIGH WINTERFEST: January 3rd to 5th
JANUARY MEETING: Sunday, January 19th - Game Day




St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
Berrysburg, Pa.
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Poinsettia Sponsor Form 2024

Smucker Gardens
Please consider sponsoring a Poinsettia to create our Christmas Poinsettia Tree.
Our lovely tree will be on display Sunday, December 15t through our Christmas Eve Service,

after which you may take your beautiful plants home to enjoy!

Colors: Burgundy or White 6 '.” Pot Price per plant: $9.00

PREFERRED Burgundy - #: PREFERRED White - #:
Total Number Ordered: @ $9.00=9% Total Due

*********************************************************Please prlnt des'red memorlal aS you Want It prlnted |n the
bulletin:

Presented by:

In Honor of:

In Memory of:

For the Many Blessings of:

Order forms, along with payment, can be given to any member of the Flower Committee: Gail Billow, Dana

Klouser, Fay Nichols or Sheila Barder
Absolute Last Day to Order — November 17, 2024

We Appreciate Your Support!



St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
Congregational Council Minutes
September 15, 2024

The council meeting was called to order by President Joshua Paul. Devotions and Prayer were offered by
Pastor Tom.

Present: Pastor Tom Bruner, Joshua Paul, Jeff Lehman, Sandra Lamenza, Justin Adams, Sandra Paul, Gail
Billow, Christie Kahler, Matthew Riland, Karen Gehring, Craig Peters and Courtney Foreman.

Excused: Ty Troutman

Minutes: Motion by Joshua Paul to accept the July 14th minutes, 2nd by Karen Gehring. Motion
approved unanimously.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Tom reviewed his July and August reports. Motion to accept Pastor Tom’s
reports was made by Sandra Lamenza, 2" by Justin Adams. Motion approved unanimously.

Children and Youth Ministry Report: Motion to accept Miss Laurie’s report for July & August made by
Jeff Lehman, 2nd by Christie Kahler. Motion approved unanimously. Miss Laurie reviewed her vacation
time with Pastor she will be off Sunday October 13,

Treasurer’s Report: Joshua Paul reviewed the July & August Treasurer’s Reports from Jamie Doyle and
Bicentennial Festival fund report from Lynn Henninger. Motion to accept the treasurer’s reports by
Joshua Paul, 2" by Matt Riland. Motion approved unanimously.

Reception of Petitions and Communications: Pastor shared a request from Berrysburg Vol Fire
Company for a donation, motion was made by Sandra Lamenza to give $500 from Strawberry Festival
fund to Berrysburg Fire Co. 2™ by Craig Peters. Motion approved unanimously.

Pastor reported we have an open-ended account from Koppy’s On The Square where the sexton’s would
get fuel for mowing grass. They prefer getting fuel elsewhere, so we can close out this account and pay
them by expense report. Motion by Sandra Lamenza, 2™ by Courtney Foreman to close out this
account. Motion approved unanimously.

Petition -Nicole Radel requested permission for Girls Scouts to hold a fund raiser at the church
November 30", They would like to raise money for a trip to Savannah Georgia, the birth place of girl
scouts. They would hold a Holiday babysitting event for 4 hours from 2pm to 6 pm for parents to drop
off children so they can shop, and get ready for the Christmas holiday. They would charge $25 per
child, and have crafts, movies, & snacks available. Max would be 20 young persons. Motion made by
Courtney Foreman to approve, 2" by Justin Adams. Motion approved unanimously.

The check form Utica National Insurance company for the lightning claim has been received. Repairs are
still being made by Kona on the Elevator.
Reports of Standing Committees:

Church Property: Sandra Lamenza reported property committee continues work on pavilion, plumbing,
painting, grading, and planting of grass.



Recommendation was made to paint red lines in the pavilion where curtain comes down so no one sits
in that section. Property committee will review concerns and make sure the person who lowers the
curtains must review this safety detail before lowering.

Finance — No report. Budget meeting to be held 10-6-24 at 6:30
Worship and Music: No report. Next meeting 9-17-24 6:15

Faith Formation: Youth Bible Study Class continuing with Matt & Olivia Williard. Confirmation Class
continuing with 8 youth attending. Adult Bible school looking for teachers since Pastor and Ann will not
be available. Sunday Celebration went well.

Mutual Ministry: Added 4 new members, Dana Klouser, Tamara Spicher, Clint Gehring and Sandy Paul.
Executive: No report.

Nominating: Going well, 3 have accepted, waiting response from one.

History and Archive: No report

Cemetery Committee: Cemetery walk through identified stones that need repaired, Dean and Matt
Riland have agreed to help out.

Bell Ringing: No report
Creation Care: No report

Strawberry Festival: 1% Meeting scheduled for Monday March 10" 2025. Next Strawberry Festival will
be held June 11, 2025

Women of the ELCA: No report, meeting scheduled for 10-15-24 at 6:15.

Youth Group: Roy & Rachel Henry have started as advisors along with Matt & Olivia Williard. Kit Project
has started, the Youth Group have made 500 school kits.

Unfinished Business: Elevator still not working. Waiting for repairs to be completed.

New Business: Although the elevator is still not working, we would like to move worship service back
inside as of 10-6-24. It was recommended we have Zoom worship service available ona TV in the
conference room. This would benefit individuals who are not able to use the stairs and allow them to
worship downstairs and have visitation. Pastor and acolytes would then take Holy Communion to them.
Motion made by Sandra Lamenza to approve, 2" by Josh Paul. Motion approved unanimously.
Schedule change - with Pastor being away Reformation Sunday October 27 and November 3. Both
services would typically have Holy Communion, however Pastor would like to hold Holy Communion on
November 10" instead. This would be the first Holy Communion for 7 of our youth. Consensus agreed
to have Holy Communion on November 10th.

Discussion was had regarding the use of paper ballets when the congregation needs to vote on matters
where anonymity is important. Motion was made by Karen Gehring to do paper ballets only for special
congregational meetings as described above, not on annual meetings or repetitive meetings, 2" by
Courtney Foreman. Motion approved unanimously.



Next Council Meeting: Sunday, October 13" 2024, at 6 PM.

Adjournment: Motion by Joshua Paul to adjourn the meeting, 2" by Justin Adams. Motion approved
unanimously. The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sandra Paul, Secretary



| Pastor Tom Taking Time Off October 22 through Wednesday, November 6, returning to the office on Thursday, November 7 |

November 2024

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
*In-Person All Saints’ Day
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
All Saints Sunday 10:00 “Blanket Bunch” 7:30 Choir Rehearsal 6:30 — 8:00 Monthly 8:00 Pastor Tom Returns Day of Prayer for Peace
9:00 Adult Bible Study*, Youth Group Bible Time*, SONDay Celebration |Blanket Making for Celebration Club — to the Office with Justice, Beginning
with Miss Laurie* Lutheran World Relief Election Day Pumpkin Palooza — with in the Middle East
10:15 Worship with Guest Leader Matthew Williard, Including Celebration Miss Laurie
Time with Miss Laurie for Young Persons In-Person (In-Person and On 7:00 Church Dartball Pastor Tom’s Weekly Day
Zoom with At-Church Zoom Option) League Match — St. John Off
Daylight Saving Time Ends at 2:00 A.M. as Messiah Lutheran,
Fisherville
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
25t Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 “Blanket Bunch” 8:45 Women of the ELCA  |6:00 — 7:30 Inquirer’s Class Deadline to Submit Items | Pastor Tom’s Weekly Day
9:00 Adult Bible Study*, Youth Group Bible Time*, Confirmation Class*,  |Blanket Making for of St. John Host Led by Pastor Tom for December/January Off
SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie* Lutheran World Relief Ecumenical Prayer “St. John’s Epistle”
10:15 Youth Group Members Meet to Prepare for Meal Breakfast
10:15 Worship, Including Sacrament of Holy Communion, Celebration of ~[6:00 Monthly Book Group )
First Holy Communions, and Celebration Time with Miss Laurie for Young [Gathering on Zoom 12:00 Upper Dauphin
Persons In-Person (In-Person and On Zoom with At-Church Zoom Option) Conference Ca!’alngt' &
11:30 Annual Congregational Dinner Served by Youth Group 7:00 Church Dartball Meeting at Ma_x s Grille
. : . Sports Bar, Millersburg

6:00 Congregational Council Meeting E%ag‘:]e M;‘tcrs—t \Ga|Ley5

. e B urch at St. John
Martin Luther’s Birthday (1483) 7:30 Choir Rehearsal

Veterans’ Day

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
26t Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 “Blanket Bunch” 6:15 Worship & Music Pastor Tom’s Weekly Day
9:00 Adult Bible Study*, Youth Group Bible Time*, Confirmation Class*, ~ |Blanket Making for Committee Meeting Off
SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie* Lutheran World Relief
10:15 Worship, Including Sunny Sermon and Celebration Time with Miss 7:30 Choir Rehearsal
Laurie for Young Persons In-Person (In-Person and On Zoom with At- No Church Dartball League
Church Zoom Option) Match — St. John on a Bye
11:15 Fellowship Time with Equal Exchange Goods Sampling and Week
Purchasing
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Christ the King

9:00 Adult Bible Study*, Youth Group Bible Time*, Confirmation Class*,
SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie*

10:15 Annual Thankoffering Worship, Led by the Women of St. John,
Including Sacrament of Holy Communion and Celebration Time with Miss
Laurie for Young Persons In-Person (In-Person and On Zoom with At-
Church Zoom Option)

10:00 “Blanket Bunch”
Blanket Making for
Lutheran World Relief

7:00 Church Dartball
League Match — St. John at
Faith United Methodist,
Fisherville

2:00 Pastor Tom Leads
Worship at Polk Personal
Care, Millersburg

7:30 Choir Rehearsal

Pastor Tom Taking Monthly
Extra Day Off

Thanksgiving Day

Andrew, Apostle

Pastor Tom’s Weekly Day
Off




Pastor Tom’s Office Hours

Monday, Tuesday: 8am — 9:30am
Wednesday, Thursday: 8am — 12 noon
Friday: 8am - 9:30am

(Other times by appointment)

Contact Information

The Rev. Thomas Bruner, Jr., Pastor

pt@stjohnhillchurch.org

717-362-9519 (O)
717-362-7895 (H)

Laurie Little, Young Christians Minister

misslaurie.little@gmail.com

717-571-5058

Lewis Weaver, Sexton

bootsdagreat@gmail.com

570-809-1014

Grace Weaver, Sexton

No Email

570-809-1510

Judith Ferree, Organist

jiferee@epix.net

717-362-4228

Ty Troutman, Choir Director

kimjtroutman@gmail.com

717-686-2758

Rachel Henry, Secretary

henryfamily2004@gmail.com

717-439-3897

Joshua Paul, Council President

joshpaul1995@gmail.com

717-460-0670

Fay Nichols, Prayer Chain Coordinator

fnichols46@comcast.net

717-329-7447

911 Emergency/GPS Location:
215 St. John Road, Elizabethville, 17023

For US Mail Deliveries:
PO Box 270, Berrysburg, 17005-0270

Church Website: www.stjohnhillchurch.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnhillchurch
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