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St. John congregation, responding to the call of the Holy Spirit through the Gospel,
unites together to preach and teach the Word, administer the sacraments, and
carry out God's mission. With God's guidance and grace, we strive to boldly proclaim
by word and action the reconciling Gospel of Jesus: Working together for justice and
peace, and caring for those in need in our community and world. We invite everyone
to join us wherever you are on your faith journey.
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STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL PLANNING
TO GET UNDERWAY

PLEASE BE SURE TO GET YOUR
LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET!

The first planning meeting for the 2016
Strawberry Festival will be held on Tuesday, March 7, beginning at 6:30 P.M. at
the church. All interested
persons are invited to attend.
(As previously announced, the
Festival itself is coming up on
Wednesday, June 14 – please
mark your family calendars
as we begin to prepare for this annual
event by which we are so well known in
our community, near and far!)

Continuing our Lenten tradition of using a
common resource for Bible reading and
prayer, we again have that resource available for the taking – one that ties in with
the 500th Anniversary of Martin Luther's
beginning of the Protestant Reformation,
which is coming up on October 31. It is a
little booklet called free indeed. Coming
from our denominational publishing
house, Augsburg Fortress, it includes a
reading from Martin Luther's Small Catechism, reflections, and a prayer for each
day from Ash Wednesday through the Eve
of Easter on April 15. We have ordered
enough copies of the devotional that
every member household can have one
to use, and, to start with, they will be
handed out before worship the last two
Sundays in February. If, as you read
these lines, you haven't yet gotten your
household's copy, please check with
Pastor Tom. (As has been the case in
previous years, please don't change what
you do in the way of regular daily Bible
reading during Lent – instead, please add
this brief time to your daily life, so that we
share this devotional experience as a congregational family.)

MARCH 12th MEETING OF THE ST.
JOHN WOMEN’S GROUP to feature Dana Klouser’s visit to Israel
On Sunday, March 12th, the Women of
the ELCA of St. John will receive a firsthand account of Dana Klouser’s visit to
Israel during Holy Week, March 17 – 27,
2016. Through pictures and stories, Dana will share some of her adventures including her Palm Sunday procession
from the Mount of Olives and the emotional/spiritual entrance into the walled
city for the first time, Stations of the
Cross, Church of the Holy Sepulchre,
Garden Tomb, Garden of Gethsemane,
and more. All congregation members
(men and women) are welcome!
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MEN'S CHOIR TO SING
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In preparation for Easter Sunday morning, our Men’s Choir will be holding three
rehearsals, which are open to male voices
of all ages and levels of experience.
These rehearsals will take place on Monday, March 13, at 7:30 P.M., Tuesday,
April 4, at 6:30 P.M., and Wednesday,
April 12, at 6:30 P.M. In addition, the
men will hold a final, shorter rehearsal
on Easter Sunday morning, April 16. To
learn more, or to “sign” up, please speak
with Carol Hubler or Pastor Tom.
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St. John's is hosting a BABY SHOWER!
February 19 - March 5 the congregation is asked to fill the Pack & Play Crib that has been
placed in the lobby with the following items needed by LifeLine Pregnancy Center in Millersburg: Baby Formula (all types and sizes), Diapers Sizes 3, 4, 5, Baby Laundry Detergent, Baby Shampoo, Baby Wash, Baby Lotion, Baby Wipes and Clothing (all sizes).

LifeLine provides support and services to members of our local community dealing with the
stresses of an unplanned pregnancy or with the "overwhelming" responsibility of having a
new baby in the house.They lovingly listen, tenderly tell the truth, and point all clients to the
Prince of Peace.All of this is done without any government funding. They rely solely on individuals, businesses, fundraising, and volunteers to provide these important services.

CHURCH CAMPING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL AGES
Now is the time to be planning how you might take advantage of summer church camping opportunities of all kinds which are available for people of all ages. Schedules and registration
information are available in the foyer for the camps of our Lower Susquehanna Synod, Kirchenwald and Nawakwa, and information is available online for
Camp Mt. Luther in the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Please bear in mind
that, for members of St. John, camping scholarships are provided from the
Sunday School treasury, making any week-long experience a great value as
well as a life-changing experience. Special discounts are available for
those who register by the beginning of April!

Pastor’s Report: Motion made by Joseph Doyle and seconded by Dale Hassinger to accept the pastor’s report. Motion approved unanimously.
Youth Coordinator’s Report: The committee has scheduled two interviews with candi-

dates that have experience and are good prospects for the position. A motion was made by
Sandra Lamenza and seconded by Tamara Spicher to give Pastor Tom and the committee
the authority to make an offer if they found the candidate they wanted to fill the position.
Motion approved unanimously. The committee also presented a proposal for the financial
support of the position. A motion was made by Sandra Lamenza and seconded by Joseph
Doyle to accept the financial proposal presented by the committee. Motion approved
-

unanimously.
Treasurers’ Reports: Motion made by Sandra Lamenza and seconded by Dale Hassinger

to accept the treasurers’ reports. Motion approved unanimously.
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Reports of Standing Committees:
Church Property: Repaired pew. Replaced the water system in the sexton’s house. It is now
in compliance with requirements. Outside trim work will need to be painted. They are also
considering replacing the storm windows so that can be done at the same time as exterior
painting.
Finance/Stewardship: No report
Worship and Music: Reviewed Christmas Eve Program. Discussed opportunities for a contemporary worship program.
Christian Education: No report
Youth Ministry: No report
Mutual Ministry: No report
Executive: No report.
Nominating: No report
History: No report
New Business: The transition process for the new council was discussed. Pastor Tom and
president Roy Henry offered thanks to those having completed their term on council. They
are Sandra Lamenza, Jeff Lehman, Lorraine Henninger and Roy Henry.
Next Council Meeting: Next council meeting is scheduled for January 8, 2017 at 4PM.
Adjournment: Motion by Dale Hassinger and seconded by Tamara Spicher to adjourn the
meeting. Motion approved unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

-
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Sandra Lamenza, Secretary
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