ST. JOHN’S EPISTLE

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
ELIZABETHVILLE, PA | JUNE 2026

Dear Members and Friends of St. John's,
It is with both gratitude and mixed emotions that we share an important update regarding our pastoral leadership.

Pastor Katrina Holland has submitted her resignation as our Intentional Interim Pastor. Her final Sunday with us in
person will be June 21, 2026. Following that date, she will utilize two weeks of remaining vacation time, with her final
contracted day of service to St. John's being July 4, 2026.

Over the past 15 months, Pastor Katrina has faithfully guided our congregation through a significant season of
transition and growth. Together, we have navigated a journey that our congregation had not experienced in more
than two decades. Through her leadership, encouragement, and care, St. John's has strengthened its commitment
to shared ministry, faithful leadership, and discerning God's direction for our future.

Pastor Katrina had originally intended to remain with St. John's until a called pastor was in place. However, she has
been asked by our Synod to serve another congregation that has unexpectedly entered a difficult transition and is in
need of the specialized intentional interim ministry for which she is uniquely trained and experienced.

While we are saddened by her departure, we are grateful for her willingness to answer God's call to serve where she
is most needed. Pastor Katrina has expressed great confidence in the leadership of St. John's, particularly our
Congregation Council and Call Committee, and believes that we are well-positioned to continue moving faithfully
toward the next chapter God has prepared for us.

The Synod staff will work closely with our Congregation Council to ensure pastoral care and leadership needs are
met during the period between Pastor Katrina's departure and the completion of our call process.

Pastor Katrina shared that serving St. John's has been one of the greatest joys of her ministry. She expressed deep
appreciation for the congregation's faithfulness, resilience, and willingness to embrace God's work during this season
of transition.

We invite you to join us in expressing our heartfelt thanks to Pastor Katrina for her dedicated service, faithful
leadership, and genuine care for the people of St. John's. More information regarding opportunities to celebrate her
ministry among us will be shared in the coming weeks.

Please continue to keep Pastor Katrina, our congregation, our Call Committee, and our future pastor in your prayers
as we trust in God's continued guidance and abundant blessings.

To God be the glory for all that has been accomplished, and for all that is yet to come.
In Christ's Service,

St. John's Lutheran Church



News from Miss Laurie, Young Christians Minister

Happy June, friends — and hello summer! | hope everyone had a great end to their school year! And congratulations
to all you graduates out there from preschool through college! Best of luck with your new endeavors!!

As we approach the “official” beginning of summer, please note in your calendars the following:

e The Summer Schedule for SONday Celebration will begin on Sunday, June 14th! Join us every Sunday from
9:30 — 10:30 for some summertime faith formation! There is no Celebration Time throughout the summer, as
SONday Celebration runs concurrently with the church service.

e Wednesday, June 10 th — It's time again for the annual St. John’s Strawberry Festival! Join us at the
“Celebration Station” for face painting from 2:00 — 4:00!

o The “Strawberry Jammers” will be taking the stage at the Strawberry Festival at 1:30! Kids preschool through
4th grade are invited to sing along! Come and help us lift up a joyful noise!

o July 27th through 31 st - Looking ahead, make sure you’re saving the date for VBS! This year, we're doing
“Snowball Mountain Challenge” where we’ll be finding our strength in God! All children 2 years old through
12th grade are invited! Join us Monday and Wednesday through Friday from 6:30 — 8:45 for the fun!! There
will be no VBS on Tuesday so you can all enjoy the Berrysburg Parade and Carnival! If you're interested in
helping, let me know — everyone is welcome to be part of the team!

e Friday, August 7th — Back by popular demand, it's our annual “Water Fun Night”! Join us at 6:00 for some fun
water activities and the best darned “slip-n-slide” ever!!

There will be a lot of fabulous summer faith formation here on “the Hill” over the summer! Plan to be part of the fun!!

Miss Laurie

St. John’s Youth Group

St. John’s Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnhillchurch -
St. John’s Children and Youth Ministry: facebook.com/childrenandyouthministry Find us on
ELCA Gathering Website: www.elca.org/youthgathering Face bOOk

The Strawberry Festival is coming up on Wednesday, June 10th! If you haven’t signed up to help yet, be sure to check
in with Jeff Lehman to see where an extra hand is needed. Or, if you're hoping to leave the festival with a nice tan,

Matt is always looking for volunteers to help with parking cars!

Call Committee Information

For questions or additional information, please feel free to contact a member of the Call Committee:

Chair: Jamie Doyle | 717-805-3633 | doylej@pfm.com

Scribe: Amy Gehring | 717-503-7623 | gehringa@udasd.org

Chaplain: Madeline Willard | 717-856-3312 | madeline.williard@gmail.com
Member: Tonya Henninger | 206-335-8548 | tmhenninger@gmail.com
Member: Randy Paul | 717-982-2448

Member: Craig Peters | 717-210-8472 | panam1250@outlook.com

Upcoming Meetings:
June 7 | 11:30am-1:30pm
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Monetary Donations Still Needed

We are also continuing to accept monetary donations to help offset the cost of ingredients and supplies.
Purchasing items in bulk allows us to be good stewards of our resources and helps maximize the festival's
success. Every gift, no matter the size, helps support this important ministry and community event.

If you are available to help or would like to make a donation, send to the address below or drop in the offering
plate on Sunday.

Thank you for your support, your generosity, and your willingness to serve. The Strawberry Festival has been a
cherished tradition because of faithful volunteers like you. We truly cannot do it without your help!

With gratitude,
The Strawberry Festival Committee

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church
217 St. Johns Road
Elizabethville, PA 17023
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A great big THANKS to all who supported
this year’s congregational yard sale! ———1_

Moving the date from the hot summer days of July/August to May had its advantages. We got a jump on yard
sale customers who were very excited to attend a large yard sale early in the season. And we weren’t hot.
Except for packing up on Monday, the temps were more like sweatshirt and blanket weather, and we probably
could have used a space heater.

Boy did we sell the stuffl Once again, we had great donations...and lots of them. Thursday, it was hard to see
everything we had. Then Friday, we were able to move items from the floors to the tables. It was like we had
all new stuff.

Staffing for set up, during the sale and pack up was excellent. We all say “this yard sale is a lot of work”, but
doing all that work with a great group of people is.... Rewarding. And so, we thank God for this time together.

The financial results are as follows:

Receipts
Thursday (and prior) $1727.25
Friday $693.10
Saturday (and after) $314.50
Total Receipts $2734.85
Expenses

Citizen Standard — Advertising ~ $23.50
Giving us a total of $2711.35 being donated to ELCA Domestic Disaster Relief.

In addition, unsold items were donated to one of the following:
The Bethesda Mission

Unto Ministries

Goodwill Industries

The Lighthouse

In His Service,
Tam Spicher and Sheila Barder



VBS Registration is Open!

Join us for an exciting week of faith, fun, and adventure at this year's Snowball Mountain Challenge

VBS: Find Your Strength in God! Kids will enjoy engaging Bible stories, music, games, and activities as we
discover the strength God gives us each day.

VBS will be held July 27-31, with a special Movie Night & Closing Celebration on Friday, and we’ll wrap up
the week with our Voices & Vittles Program and covered dish lunch on Sunday, August 2.

Sign up today using the link below:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeH49kwUIlgfmWk-
DAV4EAQS80oK J5R4btRVPriFbtLQVAZVnPw/viewform

All are welcome—invite your friends and neighbors!
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June 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

10

2"Y Sunday after Pentecost

9am: Adult Bible Study, Youth Formation,
Confirmation Class, SONDay Celebration with
Miss Laurie

10:15am: Worship with Holy Communion,
Celebration Time with Miss Laurie

11:30am-1:30pm: Call Committee Meeting

Strawberry
Festival

14

15

3" Sunday after Pentecost
8:45am: Adult Bible Study

9:30am: Outdoor Worship with Baptism,
SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie

12pm: Council Meeting
12pm: Pavilion in Use

Deadline to
Submit Items for
July/August “St.
John’s Epistle”

21

24

4" Sunday after Pentecost
8:45am: Adult Bible Study

9:30am: Outdoor Worship with Baptism,
SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie

5:30pm Festival
Follow-up Meeting

28

5" Sunday after Pentecost
8:45am: Adult Bible Study

9:30am: Outdoor Worship with Baptism,
SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie




Contact Information

Pastor Katrina Holland

pastorkatrinaholland@gmail.com

717-362-9519 (O)

Laurie Little, Young Christians Minister

misslaurie.little@gmail.com

717-571-5058

Judith Ferree, Organist

iiferee@epix.net

717-362-4228

Ty Troutman, Choir Director

kimjtroutman@gmail.com

717-686-2758

Rachel Henry, Secretary

admin@stjohnhillchurch.org

717-439-3897

Roy Henry, Council President

henryfamily2004@gmail.com

717-215-9837

Kim Williard, Prayer Chain Coordinator

59kimwil@gmail.com

717-439-3050

Address: 217 St. Johns Road, Elizabethville, PA 17023

Church Website: www.stjohnhillchurch.org

Church email: admin@stjohnhillchurch.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnhillchurch
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