
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Seasons of Gratitude and New Beginnings 

As we move into the heart of summer, we find ourselves reflecting on two significant moments in the life of St. 
John's: the successful completion of another Strawberry Festival and the conclusion of Pastor Katrina 
Holland's ministry among us. 

Our Strawberry Festival has long been a cherished tradition on "The Hill," bringing together members, friends, 
neighbors, and visitors for a day of fellowship, delicious food, music, and community. This year's festival was 
no exception. From the fresh strawberries and homemade desserts to the countless volunteer hours that made 
everything possible, the day was a beautiful reminder of what can happen when God's people work together in 
service and hospitality. 

To everyone who donated, baked, cooked, served, cleaned, entertained, parked cars, set up signs, worked 
behind the scenes, or simply came to support the festival—thank you. Your generosity and dedication continue 
to make this event not only a community celebration but also an important ministry that enables St. John's to 
serve others throughout the year. 

As one season comes to a close, another transition is taking place within our congregation. On June 21, we 
celebrated Pastor Katrina's final Sunday with us before the conclusion of her intentional interim ministry. 
During her time at St. John's, Pastor Katrina helped guide our congregation through a period of reflection, 
discernment, and preparation for the future. She encouraged us to look honestly at who we are, where God is 
calling us, and how we can faithfully continue Christ's mission in our community. 

Transitions are never easy, but they also provide opportunities for growth and renewal. We are grateful for 
Pastor Katrina's leadership, compassion, and faithfulness during this chapter of our congregation's journey. We 
thank her for the many ways she has shared God's love with us and wish her abundant blessings as she 
begins the next chapter of her ministry. 

As we enter the summer months, our congregation continues to move forward with hope. The Call Committee 
remains actively engaged in the process of seeking the pastor whom God is preparing to lead St. John's into 
the future. We ask for your continued prayers for the committee, for our congregation, for Pastor Katrina, and 
for the person who will one day answer God's call to serve among us. 

The Strawberry Festival reminds us that great things happen when many people come together for a common 
purpose. That same spirit will carry us through this season of transition. God has been faithful to St. John's for 
generations, and we trust that God's guidance and blessings will continue in the days ahead. 

Thank you for being part of the ministry and mission of St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church. May you enjoy 
a safe, restful, and blessed summer. 

"The Lord will guide you continually." — Isaiah 58:11 
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News from Miss Laurie, Young Christians Minister 
Hey everyone!  I hope you’re all having a FANTASTIC summer so far!  And, I hope you’re adding some of our 
faith formation activities to your schedules!!  Here’s a list of the fun things we have planned: 

• Are you ready to find your strength in God?  It’s time for our “Snowball Mountain Challenge” VBS 
adventure! The fun runs from July 27th through July 31st (with NO class on Tuesday the 28th so 
everyone can attend the Berrysburg parade and carnival)!  We’ll meet from 6:30 to about 8:45 each 
evening!  Everyone aged 2 through high school is invited to attend!  Join us as we “hit the slopes” and 
gear up for frosty games, snowy surprises, and lessons about resilience and faith! 
 
Click on  St. John's VBS Registration 2026    to register!  Please get your forms in IN ADVANCE – it 
helps with planning, AND it makes the first night of VBS a LOT less chaotic!!  Thanks for your help!! 
 

• Friday, July 31st – It’s closing night of VBS and Drive-In Movie Night!!  Bring a blanket or chair and 
join us under the stars! 
 

• Sunday, August 2nd – Join us for “Voices and Vittles” VBS Sunday followed by our congregational 
picnic!  
 

• Back by popular demand, it’s our annual Water Fun Night!!  Join us on Friday, August 7th as we set 
up the best darned slip-n-slide ever!! Come and get a “good soaking” and be part of the fun!! 
 

• And don’t forget SONday Celebration!  Throughout the summer, we meet from 9:30 – 10:30 each 
Sunday!  We always have a BLAST and we’d like YOU to be a part of it!!  Come and check it out! 

Summer is a busy time, but I hope you can include some of our fun activities in your plans!  We always have 
an awesome time!!  Have a great July and August and see you at ALL the summer celebrations!              

Miss Laurie  

 

Call Committee Information 
For questions or additional information, please feel free to contact a member of the Call Committee: 

Chair: Jamie Doyle  
Scribe: Amy Gehring  
Chaplain: Madeline Willard  
Member: Tonya Henninger  
Member: Randy Paul  
Member: Craig Peters  

  

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeH49kwUIqfmWk-DAV4EAQ8oK_J5R4btRVPriFbtLQVAZVnPw/viewform


St. John’s Youth Group 
St. John’s Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnhillchurch 
St. John’s Children and Youth Ministry: facebook.com/childrenandyouthministry 
ELCA Gathering Website: www.elca.org/youthgathering 

St. John's Youth Group Update 

As summer gets underway, our Youth Group is taking a short hiatus from regular activities. After a busy and 
fun-filled year, we're looking forward to a little break before gearing up for more events later this summer and 
into the fall. 

We want to remind families that any student entering 5th grade this fall is now eligible to join St. John's Youth 
Group! We are excited to welcome our newest members and look forward to getting to know them through 
upcoming activities, service projects, and fellowship opportunities. 

We're also looking for a few additional parents or adults who would be willing to help with Youth Group events. 
The commitment is minimal—typically helping with activities about once a month—and it's a great way to 
support the young people of our congregation. No experience is necessary, just a willingness to lend a hand 
and encourage our youth. 

Watch for announcements about upcoming events later this summer. If you have questions about Youth Group 
or are interested in helping, please contact Rachel or Roy Henry. 

We hope everyone has a safe, fun, and blessed summer! 

Congratulations to Our Recent Graduates! 
We celebrate with our newest high school graduates, Sarah Riland and Alyssa Rabenold, both graduates of 
Millersburg Area High School. 

We offer our heartfelt congratulations and prayers as they begin the next chapter of their lives. May God guide 
them, bless them, and open new opportunities as they pursue their goals and dreams. 

We also extend our blessings to their families as they celebrate this important milestone. 

We are especially proud to recognize Sarah and Alyssa as recipients of the St. John's Scholarship and wish 
them continued success in their future endeavors. 

Pastoral Acts 
Pastor Katrina presided on Sunday, June 14, as our congregation gathered to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism for June Motter. We rejoice with June and her family as she was welcomed into the family of 
Christ through the waters of baptism. 

May God continue to bless June throughout her life of faith, and may our congregation faithfully support and 
encourage her as she grows in God's love and grace. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnhillchurch
https://www.facebook.com/childrenandyouthministry
http://www.elca.org/youthgathering


Supporting the Ministry of St. John’s 
We are incredibly thankful for the faithful generosity of our church family. Through your offerings, St. John’s is 
able to continue sharing the Gospel, serving our community, supporting missions, caring for our property, and 
investing in the next generation of believers. 

Each offering fund serves a different purpose: 

• Current Fund – Supports the day-to-day ministry and operating expenses of the church, including 
worship, utilities, staffing, educational materials, and outreach ministries. 

• Benevolence Fund – Provides assistance to individuals and families in need, both within our 
congregation and throughout the community. 

• Improvement Fund – Helps maintain and improve our church buildings and grounds so they remain 
welcoming, safe, and useful for ministry. 

• Children & Youth Ministry (C&Y) – Supports programs, events, curriculum, activities, and faith 
formation opportunities for our children and youth. 

In addition to these funds, your offerings also help support many other ministries and outreach efforts of St. 
John’s, including worship opportunities, music ministry, community events, fellowship activities, educational 
programs, outreach initiatives, and special seasonal ministries throughout the year. Every contribution helps us 
continue sharing Christ’s love both within our church family and throughout our community.  

As we continue the work God has called us to do, we kindly ask you to prayerfully consider your giving. Every 
gift, no matter the size, helps strengthen the ministries and mission of St. John’s and allows us to continue 
serving others in Christ’s name. 

Thank you for your continued faithfulness, generosity, and support. 

Strawberry Festival Donations Still Welcome 
While another wonderful Strawberry Festival is now behind us, we are still accepting monetary donations to 
help offset the cost of ingredients, supplies, and other festival expenses. Purchasing items in bulk allows us to 
be good stewards of our resources and helps maximize the impact of this important ministry and community 
event. 

The success of the Strawberry Festival is made possible through the generosity of our congregation, 
volunteers, sponsors, and community supporters. If you were unable to contribute before the festival—or would 
still like to help—monetary donations are gratefully accepted and will continue to support the overall expenses 
and mission of the festival. 

Donations may be mailed to the church address below or placed in the Sunday offering plate. Please mark 
your gift "Strawberry Festival." 

Thank you for your support, your generosity, and your willingness to serve. The Strawberry Festival has been a 
cherished tradition because of faithful volunteers and supporters like you. We are deeply grateful for everyone 
who helped make this year's event a success! 

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
217 St. Johns Road 
Elizabethville, PA 17023 



VBS Registration is Open!  
�������Join us for an exciting week of faith, fun, and adventure at this year’s Snowball Mountain Challenge 
VBS: Find Your Strength in God! Kids will enjoy engaging Bible stories, music, games, and activities as we 
discover the strength God gives us each day. 

VBS will be held July 27–31, with a special Movie Night & Closing Celebration on Friday, and we’ll wrap up 
the week with our Voices & Vittles Program and covered dish lunch on Sunday, August 2. 

���� Sign up today using the link below: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeH49kwUIqfmWk-
DAV4EAQ8oK_J5R4btRVPriFbtLQVAZVnPw/viewform 

All are welcome—invite your friends and neighbors!  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeH49kwUIqfmWk-DAV4EAQ8oK_J5R4btRVPriFbtLQVAZVnPw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeH49kwUIqfmWk-DAV4EAQ8oK_J5R4btRVPriFbtLQVAZVnPw/viewform


       

 



‭St.‬‭John‬‭Evangelical‬‭Lutheran‬‭Church‬
‭May‬‭17,‬‭2026‬

‭Church‬‭Council‬‭Meeting‬‭Minutes‬

‭➢‬ ‭The‬‭meeting‬‭was‬‭called‬‭to‬‭order‬‭at‬‭11:32‬‭a.m.‬‭by‬‭Council‬‭VP‬‭Matthew‬‭Riland.‬

‭➢‬ ‭Pastor‬‭Katrina‬‭provided‬‭devotions.‬

‭➢‬ ‭The‬‭following‬‭Council‬‭members‬‭were‬‭present:‬‭Matthew‬‭Riland‬‭(VP),‬‭Jamie‬
‭Doyle‬‭(Treasurer),‬‭Matthew‬‭Williard‬‭(Secretary),‬‭Fran‬‭Eure,‬‭Sandra‬‭Paul,‬
‭Matthew‬‭Motter,‬‭Justin‬‭Adams,‬‭Donna‬‭Rabenold,‬‭Tam‬‭Spicher,‬‭Karen‬‭Gehring,‬
‭and‬‭Pastor‬‭Katrina‬‭Holland.‬‭Roy‬‭Henry‬‭(President)‬‭and‬‭RJ‬‭Henry‬‭were‬‭absent.‬

‭➢‬ ‭The‬‭following‬‭Call‬‭Committee‬‭members‬‭were‬‭present:‬ ‭Jamie‬‭Doyle,‬‭Tonya‬
‭Henninger,‬‭Amy‬‭Gehring,‬‭Randy‬‭Paul,‬‭and‬‭Craig‬‭Peters.‬‭Madeline‬‭Williard‬‭was‬
‭absent.‬

‭➢‬ ‭Sandra‬‭Paul‬‭moved‬‭and‬‭Tam‬‭Spicher‬‭seconded‬‭the‬‭approval‬‭of‬‭the‬‭corrected‬
‭April‬‭12,‬‭2026‬‭meeting‬‭minutes.‬‭Motion‬‭carried.‬

‭➢‬ ‭Pastor’s‬‭Report‬
‭○‬ ‭Pastor‬‭Katrina‬‭provided‬‭a‬‭Pastor’s‬‭Report‬‭via‬‭email‬‭prior‬‭to‬‭the‬

‭meeting.‬

‭➢‬ ‭Call‬‭Committee‬‭Report‬
‭○‬ ‭The‬‭Call‬‭Committee‬‭was‬‭present‬‭to‬‭present‬‭the‬‭Ministry‬‭Site‬‭Profile‬

‭(MSP)‬‭to‬‭Council‬‭for‬‭review‬‭and‬‭possible‬‭approval.‬‭Jamie‬‭led‬‭a‬‭page‬‭by‬
‭page‬‭review‬‭of‬‭the‬‭MSP‬‭with‬‭input‬‭from‬‭other‬‭Committee‬‭members.‬

‭■‬ ‭Council‬‭asked‬‭questions‬‭and‬‭provided‬‭feedback‬‭on‬‭the‬‭MSP.‬
‭■‬ ‭It‬‭was‬‭decided‬‭to‬‭change‬‭“lack‬‭of‬‭transportation”‬‭to‬‭“limited”.‬
‭■‬ ‭Council‬‭agreed‬‭that‬‭compensation‬‭will‬‭be‬‭based‬‭on‬‭Synod‬

‭guidelines.‬‭Pastor‬‭Katrina‬‭led‬‭a‬‭discussion‬‭on‬‭how‬‭Pastoral‬
‭compensation‬‭is‬‭determined.‬

‭■‬ ‭After‬‭discussion‬‭on‬‭finances‬‭and‬‭other‬‭factors,‬‭Council‬‭approved‬
‭indicating‬‭that‬‭we‬‭were‬‭looking‬‭for‬‭a‬‭Pastor‬‭in‬‭one‬‭of‬‭the‬
‭following‬‭experience‬‭categories:‬

‭●‬ ‭4-9‬‭years‬
‭●‬ ‭10-15‬‭years‬
‭●‬ ‭16-20‬‭years‬
‭●‬ ‭21+‬‭years‬

‭○‬ ‭Tam‬‭Spicher‬‭moved‬‭and‬‭Fran‬‭Eure‬‭seconded‬‭the‬‭approval‬‭of‬‭the‬‭MSP‬
‭with‬‭the‬‭changes‬‭discussed.‬‭The‬‭motion‬‭was‬‭approved‬‭unanimously.‬



‭■‬ ‭Council‬‭thanked‬‭the‬‭Call‬‭Committee‬‭for‬‭their‬‭hard‬‭work‬‭and‬‭the‬
‭outstanding‬‭job‬‭they‬‭did‬‭in‬‭completing‬‭the‬‭MSP.‬

‭■‬ ‭Council‬‭and‬‭the‬‭Call‬‭Committee‬‭discussed‬‭the‬‭next‬‭steps‬‭in‬‭the‬
‭transition‬‭process.‬

‭■‬ ‭Once‬‭the‬‭MSP‬‭goes‬‭live‬‭with‬‭the‬‭ELCA,‬‭it‬‭will‬‭be‬‭made‬‭available‬
‭for‬‭the‬‭congregation‬‭to‬‭review.‬

‭➢‬ ‭Children‬‭and‬‭Youth‬‭Ministry‬‭Report‬
‭○‬ ‭Ms.‬‭Laurie’s‬‭report‬‭could‬‭not‬‭be‬‭opened.‬‭The‬‭Report‬‭was‬‭tabled.‬

‭➢‬ ‭Treasurer’s‬‭Report‬
‭○‬ ‭Jamie‬‭Doyle‬‭presented‬‭the‬‭report‬

‭■‬ ‭All‬‭funds‬‭are‬‭doing‬‭well.‬
‭○‬ ‭Sandra‬‭Paul‬‭moved‬‭and‬‭Matthew‬‭Motter‬‭seconded‬‭the‬‭approval‬‭of‬‭the‬

‭Treasurer’s‬‭Report.‬ ‭Motion‬‭carried.‬

‭➢‬ ‭Petitions‬‭and‬‭Communications:‬
‭○‬ ‭A‬‭donation‬‭request‬‭was‬‭received‬‭from‬‭the‬‭Berrysburg‬‭Fire‬‭Company.‬

‭Jamie‬‭will‬‭research‬‭previous‬‭years’‬‭donations.‬
‭○‬ ‭Amy‬‭Gehring‬‭provided‬‭a‬‭request‬‭from‬‭the‬‭RockSTARt‬‭summer‬‭camp‬

‭for‬‭a‬‭donation.‬‭Council‬‭took‬‭no‬‭action‬‭on‬‭the‬‭request.‬

‭➢‬ ‭Standing‬‭Committee‬‭Reports‬
‭○‬ ‭Property‬‭Committee‬

‭■‬ ‭Outdoor‬‭Cleanup‬‭May‬‭20th‬‭at‬‭5:30‬‭p.m.‬
‭■‬ ‭Brief‬‭discussion‬‭on‬‭the‬‭new‬‭Sextons.‬

‭○‬ ‭Worship‬‭and‬‭Music‬‭Committee‬‭-‬‭No‬‭report.‬
‭○‬ ‭Faith‬‭Formation‬‭Committee‬

‭■‬ ‭Catechism‬‭class‬‭is‬‭finished‬‭for‬‭the‬‭year.‬‭Confirmation‬‭will‬‭take‬
‭place‬‭next‬‭Sunday,‬‭on‬‭Pentecost.‬

‭■‬ ‭Will‬‭need‬‭to‬‭schedule‬‭a‬‭meeting‬‭to‬‭discuss‬‭the‬‭possible‬‭creation‬
‭of‬‭a‬‭2nd‬‭through‬‭4th‬‭grade‬‭class.‬

‭○‬ ‭Mutual‬‭Ministry‬‭Committee‬‭-‬‭No‬‭report.‬
‭○‬ ‭Executive‬‭Committee‬‭-‬‭No‬‭report.‬
‭○‬ ‭Nominating‬‭Committee‬‭-‬‭No‬‭report.‬
‭○‬ ‭Historical‬‭Committee‬‭-‬‭No‬‭report.‬
‭○‬ ‭Cemetery‬‭Committee‬‭-‬‭No‬‭report.‬
‭○‬ ‭Bell‬‭Ringing‬‭Committee‬

‭■‬ ‭Justin‬‭Adams‬‭is‬‭looking‬‭for‬‭additional‬‭help‬‭ringing‬‭the‬‭bell‬‭on‬
‭Sundays.‬

‭○‬ ‭Creation‬‭Care‬‭Team‬‭-‬‭No‬‭report.‬
‭○‬ ‭WELCA‬‭-‬‭No‬‭report.‬



‭○‬ ‭Youth‬‭Group‬‭-‬‭No‬‭report.‬

‭➢‬ ‭Other‬‭Reports‬‭-‬‭None‬

‭➢‬ ‭Unfinished‬‭Business‬‭-‬‭All‬‭tabled.‬

‭➢‬ ‭New‬‭Business‬
‭○‬ ‭Pastor‬‭Katrina‬‭will‬‭be‬‭off‬‭the‬‭end‬‭of‬‭next‬‭week,‬‭but‬‭will‬‭return‬‭for‬

‭Sunday‬‭service‬‭on‬‭May‬‭31st.‬

‭➢‬ ‭Next‬‭Council‬‭Meeting‬‭June‬‭14,‬‭2026‬‭after‬‭worship‬

‭➢‬ ‭Donna‬‭Rabenold‬‭moved‬‭and‬‭Justin‬‭Adams‬‭seconded‬‭the‬‭adjournment‬‭of‬‭the‬
‭meeting.‬ ‭Motion‬‭carried.‬ ‭Meeting‬‭closed‬‭with‬‭the‬‭Lord’s‬‭Prayer.‬

‭Respectfully‬‭Submitted,‬

‭Matthew‬‭Williard‬



  July 2026 
  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 
      Independence 

Day 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:45am: Adult Bible Study  
9:30am: Outdoor Worship, SONDay Celebration 
with Miss Laurie 
 
 
 

      

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
7th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:45am: Adult Bible Study  
9:30am: Outdoor Worship 

9am: Quarterly 
Audit Meeting 

     

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
8th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:45am: Adult Bible Study  
9:30am: Indoor Worship with Holy Communion*, 
SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie 
 
*this is a tentative schedule date. 

      

26 27 28 29 30 31  
9th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:45am: Adult Bible Study  
9:30am: Outdoor Worship, SONDay Celebration 
with Miss Laurie 
 
 

6:30-8:45pm: VBS  6:30-8:45pm: VBS 6:30-8:45pm: VBS 6:30-8:45pm: VBS 
Drive-in Movie 
Night 

 

 

  



  August 2026 
  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
10th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:45am: Adult Bible Study  
9:30am: Outdoor  Worship with Holy 
Communion, VBS Program, Voice and Vittles 
Program followed by Congregational Picnic 
 
 
 

10am: Blanket 
Bunch 

8:45am: Women’s 
Prayer Breakfast, 
Wiconicso 

  Water Fun Night!  

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:45am: Adult Bible Study  
9:30am: Outdoor Worship, SONDay Celebration 
with Miss Laurie 
 

10am: Blanket 
Bunch 
6:30pm: Book 
Club in the 
Pavilion, Book 
Club 
Organizational 
Meeting 

    Deadline for 
September 
Epistle Items 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:45am: Adult Bible Study  
9:30am: Outdoor Worship, SONDay Celebration 
with Miss Laurie 
 

10am: Blanket 
Bunch 

     

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:45am: Adult Bible Study  
9:30am: Outdoor Worship, SONDay Celebration 
with Miss Laurie 
 
 

10am: Blanket 
Bunch 

    

 

30 31      

14th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:45am: Adult Bible Study  
9:30am: Outdoor Worship, SONDay Celebration 
with Miss Laurie 
 

10am: Blanket 
Bunch 

    

 

 



Contact Information 
Church Office admin@stjohnhillchurch.org 717-362-9519 (O) 

Laurie Little, Young Christians Minister misslaurie.little@gmail.com 717-571-5058 

Judith Ferree, Organist jjferee@epix.net 717-362-4228 

Ty Troutman, Choir Director kimjtroutman@gmail.com 717-686-2758 

Rachel Henry, Secretary admin@stjohnhillchurch.org 717-439-3897 

Roy Henry, Council President henryfamily2004@gmail.com 717-215-9837 

Kim Williard, Prayer Chain Coordinator 59kimwil@gmail.com 717-439-3050 

 

Address: 217 St. Johns Road, Elizabethville, PA 17023 

Church Website:  www.stjohnhillchurch.org 

Church email: admin@stjohnhillchurch.org  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnhillchurch 
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