St. John’s Lutheran Church December 2018/ January 2019

ST. JOHN'S
EPISTLE

A Letter from The Pastor.....

Dear Friends in Jesus,

Once again this year, Miss Laurie and I are trying some new
things to enrich our journey through the wonderful seasons of Ad-
vent and Christmas. On December 16, as Miss Laurie also men-
tions in her letter following mine in this Epistle, what has tradi-
tionally been our “Advent/Christmas Program” will look very dif-
ferent. Instead of a covered dish meal and a drama-type program,
our gathering on the Third Sunday of Advent will have an inter-
active and intergenerational feel as all ages come together for our
first “Advent/Christmas Event” One Starry Night. After numer-
ous activities inside from 4:00 to 6:00 P.M., we will head outside to
our church barn for a Live Nativity, presented by our Youth Group
and children, following which we will finish up inside with warm
refreshments.

And on Christmas Eve, following up on a first last year, our
4:00 P.M. worship will once again have its own special focus and
teel. We will do that with a focus on our young persons, including a
Sunny Sermon and music by our Celebration Choir, set within wor-
ship that will, in general, be simpler and less formal than our later
traditional candlelight worship later that evening. Then, at 8:00
P.M., our traditional candlelight festival liturgy of Holy Commun-
ion will again take place in the nave with carols galore. Our goal at
both 4:00 PM. and 8:00 PM. is to provide the most meaningful op-
portunities to worship our Newborn King for the most people of
God. Please come and worship at one or both and please note that,
as in prior years, our musical preludes will begin at the top of the
hour, at 4:00 and 8:00. If you have music of any kind that you
would like to share at either 4:00 or 8:00 (or both), please con-
tact Pastor Tom as soon as possible if you have not already
done so.




OUR
MISSION

St. John congre-
gation,
responding to
the call of the
Holy Spirit
through the
Gospel, unites
together to
preach and
teach the
Word, adminis-
ter the sacra-
ments, and
carry out God's
mission. With
God's guidance
and grace, we
strive to boldly
proclaim by
word and ac-
tion the recon-
ciling Gospel of
Jesus: Working
together for jus-
tice and peace,
and caring for
those in need
in our commu-
nity and world.
We invite eve-
ryone
to join us
wherever you
are on your
faith journey.

A Letter from The Pastor..... Cont.

As we again enter into this holy time, reminded of just how very much
God loves you and me and all that God has made, I want to thank you,
my sisters and brothers in this wonderful congregational tamily, for an-
other year of productive and, we pray, faithful ministry together — and I
want to join with Tim and Dan and Ann to wish you a most blessed Ad-
vent and Christmas celebration and a strong beginning to another new
year. A lot has changed over the past 187 years, for all of us, and we
know that change is built by God right into the very fabric of Creation,
but the thankfulness that the four of us feel to be a part of the St. John
congregational family — the honor that it is to journey in faith together —
does not change. Thank you — and thank you for your kind attention in
reading on in this St. John’s Epistle!

Pastor Tom

Pastoral Acts

At the Altar

On Reformation Sunday, October 28, two young persons, Gary Leitzel
and Cole Roadcap were recognized during worship as they communed
for the first time at our altar, following the successful completion of
First Holy Communion instruction with Pastor Tom. We congratulate
these young men and pray that this will be a blessed day in a lifetime
journey of participation in this Sacrament of Love!

Congratulations to Sandra & Craig Shade (and their family/the Mat-
ter family) on the safe and healthy birth of Amelia Louise to Cory &
Rachel Shade. Amelia weighed 6 pounds 11 ounces and was 19 inches
long. Per proud grandma Sandra, “Everyone is doing wonderful!”



News from Miss Laurie

Young Christians Minister

It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas! And there are SO many
activities scheduled this month to get you in the holiday spirit! Mark your cal-
endars and plan to join in the fun!!

On December 1*¢ at 2:00, the Celebration Choir will be singing at the Polk
Personal Care Facility in Millersburg. The residents just love hearing the
children sing and chatting with them afterward. Come and spread the “St.
John’s cheer” to all those special seniors!

During SONday Celebration on December 2, we’ll be decorating our Cele-
bration space with all the cool things we made last month.

December 2" is also the Christmas “Celebration” Book Fair! Stop by the
corner classroom and check out the faith-centered children’s books availa-
ble just in time for Christmas!

The second meeting of Celebration Club is Wednesday, December 5. Join
us for a Celebration Club Christmas!!

You won’t want to miss our special Advent Activity on Sunday, December
16! The fun starts at 4:00 with an interactive marketplace with music,
food, crafts and activities. At 6:00, we'll take things out to the barn for a
semi-live Nativity! After a short program outside, we’ll come back indoors
for cookies and hot chocolate! We hope it will be a memorable evening for
everyone!

We'll again have 2 worship services on Christmas Eve: the first, at 4:00, the
more contemporary, kid-friendly “Celebration” Christmas Eve Service;
the second, at 8:00 our traditional Candle-Light Christmas Eve Service.

We'll wrap up the month with another “Happy Birthday Jesus Party” on
Sunday, December 30t at 9:00. This party takes place in the Celebration
space and EVERYONE is invited to attend!!

Please join us for ALL of the above activities and help us celebrate
Jesus’ birth!!

Wishing you all a wonderful, Christ-filled Christmas and a healthy and happy
New Year!!
Miss Laurie

St. John’s Facebook:

tacebook.com/stjohnhillchurch
Find us on

St. John’s Children and Youth Ministry: Face bDOk

tacebook.com/childrenandyouthministry

AdLSINIIWN HILINOAL



Important
Dates

Dec 2 -
Celebration Book
Fair

Dec 6 -
Community Holi-
day Dinner, Salem
UCC, Elizabeth-
ville

Dec 9 -
Annual Congrega-
tional Meeting -
Part 1

Dec 16
Advent Program

Dec 24
Contemporary
Christmas Eve
Worship (4:00Pm)

Dec 24
Candlelit Worship
Service (8:00Pm)

Jan 13

Breaking Bread
Fellowship Meal
sponsored by
WELCA

Jan 20
Congregational
Ski Roundtop Trip

Annual Congregational meeting to be held...

As specified in our congregational constitution, our Annual Congregational Meeting
will be held in two parts. On Sunday, December 9, we will meet following worship
to take action on the election of four members to our Congregational Council and to
adopt a spending plan for 2019. On Sunday, January 20, we will again meet follow-
ing worship to receive and act on reports of the ministry of our congregation con-
ducted during 2018 and conduct such other business as may come before the gath-
ered body. For both parts of the meeting, it is very important that we have a good
turnout of voting members! Voting members are confirmed members of the congre-
gation who have communed and made a contribution of record during 2017 and/or
2018.

To aid you in preparing for the December 9 meeting, a copy of the proposed budgets
tfor 2019 is included in this Epistle. You will note that there are, in fact, several
budgets included in addition to that of the Current Fund, thanks again this year to
the hard work of our treasurer, Jamie Doyle, and her wish to include as much mean-
ingtul financial information for you as possible. To focus on the 2019 Current Fund
budget for a moment, the largest one which handles most of the day to day work of
congregational ministry, you will notice that it shows a total increase of about $4,000
or a bit over 2.5% from 2018. This increase basically comes from Pastor Tom's sec-
tion of the budget, with the recommendation to again set his salary to the minimum
figure specified by synodical guidelines for someone with his years (81) of pastoral
experience and the effect of this increase on other benefit costs.

With regard to Congregational Council elections, our Nominating Committee
is bringing the following four names for congregational action: Arlene Doyle, Ron
Erb, Sandra Lamenza, and Matt Williard.

Please don’t miss this opportunity to help in the faithful strengthening of our minis-
try together — plan to join in these brief but important gatherings on December 9 and
January 20!

Midweek Bible Study

Midweek Bible Study will get back underway for its winter session on Wednesday,
January 9, continuing an in-depth look at Women of the Bible. We often think of
the Bible as being mostly about men and don’t expect to see or hear much about
taithful women. But, as this study reminds us, our God is a surprising God whose
work has and does include as many bold and important and memorable women as
men. We will meet each Wednesday — weather permitting — from 6:30 to 8:00
P.M. through February 27, when we will take a break for Lent and Holy Week.
No previous Bible study experience is required — only an interest and enthusiasm
to study, reflect on, and discuss God's Word together! If you were not a part of
the fall study, please register in advance (by speaking with Pastor Tom) no later
than Thursday, January 8 (when he returns to the office), so that the correct num-
ber of new study books can be ordered.

Men’s Choir

A Men’s Choir will again be forming to sing for Christmas Eve worship. Three re-
hearsals will be held — on Tuesdays, December 4, 11, and 18, from 6:30 to 7:30 each
evening. A final rehearsal will be held before 4:00 P.M. worship on Christmas Eve.
Since this is a new group that comes together each time, and not a standing choir, all
males of any age or experience with singing are especially welcome to join the choir.
Please speak with Director Carol Hubler to learn more.



Lector Schedule for 2019

The following is the schedule of folks who will serve as lectors during 2019:

January - Reyann Cheatham
February - Barry Williard

March - Judith Cheatham
April - Donald Deibler

May - Amy Gehring

June - Lorraine Henninger
July - Carl Baumgardner
August - The Ray & Joyce Matter Family
September - Vincent Lamenza
October - Jamie Doyle
November - The Denlinger Family
December - Matt Williard

We thank them for serving in this important ministry of worship. (Please be present in
worship on Sunday, January 20, as we join in praying God's blessing on them as they
share God's Word throughout the coming year!)

2019 Sponsorship Opportunities
A new altar flower sponsor chart is posted in the foyer. Please sign up to sponsor flowers in
honor or in memory of a loved one or event and direct any questions to Coordinator Yalon-
da Rabenold (717-362-2454). Three new 2019 sponsor sheets have also been posted on the
foyer bulletin board — for continuing ministry support for our Celebrate bulletin inserts ($22/
month); for Tree + Hope, an innovative anti-poverty ministry begun by our neighbors at Tree of
Life Evangelical Lutheran Church, Linglestown Road, Harrisburg, and serving those in need in
Guatemala, involving an orphanage, mission trips from our area, and, now, a new girls' school called
“Hope Academy” - a world mission with a local connection ($50/month) — and_for providing one
month of a Konde Diocese (in Tanzania, Africa) Pastors Salary ($50/month) . Please sign
up on the foyer bulletin board to sponsor any of these three ministries in honor or in memory of loved
ones or events. (Two requests from Pastor Tom: First, please be sure to print all sign up
information, especially names, clearly and legibly. Second, please consider, if possi-
ble, a sponsorship for the month of January, which has historically been a difficult
month to fill. Thank you!!)

HOSPITALIZED/RESIDING IN SENIOR LIVING/DEALING WITH ACUTE ILLNESS
Margaret Enders — Rm. #211, Jewish Home of Greater Harrisburg, 4000 Linglestown Road, Harris-
burg, 17112

Warren Hassinger — Room #107, Providence Place, 24 Hikes Hollow Road, Pine Grove, 17963
Henry Henninger — At Home, Undergoing Chemotherapy

Marzette Hoffman — Room #610, Premier at Susquehanna, Millersburg

Ronald Hoover — Room #101, Premier at Susquehanna, Millersburg

Marlin Koppenhaver - Room #22, Green Valley Skilled Nursing & Rehab. Center, 200 Taylorsville
Road, Pitman, 17964

Sue Lebo — Rm. #203, Heritage Mill Personal Care Home, 846 . Wiconisco Ave., Tower City,
17980

Cora Mace — Rm. #2872, Ben Franklin, Masonic Health Care Center, 600 Freemason Drive, Eliza-
bethtown, 17022

Martha Rebuck — Rm. #6, Stonebridge Health and Rehab. Center, 102 Chandra Drive, Duncannon,
17020

Helen Schade — Rm # 218, Traditions of Hershey, 100 North Larkspur Drive, Palmyra, 17078



Youth Group News

November was a great active month for the St. John’s Youth Group, we had our
December Dates chicken and waftle dinner, where we raised just over $600, elected new officers,
trying something different this time and welcoming Cameron Thompson and Kel-

Dec 9 - Christmas sey Henninger as our co-Presidents! We are moving forward on our GaGa pit
Caroling - TBA plans. Started planning for the Spaghetti Dinner...

Dec 16 - Advent At the end of the month our High School kids went to Harrisburg where they
Program helped serve food and distribute hygiene packs that we were able to pick up by us-

ing Thrivent Action Dollars with the Bethesda Mobile Mission , at various stops
throughout Harrisburg City! We are currently looking for donations of sterno’s,
January Dates batteries (AA & AAA), and disposable razors for our next trip!

Jan 20 - Ski Roundtop Looking Ahead...
On December 16 we will be taking part in Miss Laurie’s Advent Program with a
semi-live nativity . If you haven't been assigned or selected something please see
Miss Laurie to help fill in the empty roles.

Service Projects

The youth group is looking to help the Berrysburg/Mifflin Twp Bicentennial Ini-
tiative by volunteering their time to help individuals/families clean up their yards
and decorate their houses with red, white, and blue, much like Elizabethville and
Pillow did for their Bicentennial year! If you or someone you know would benetit
trom this please call Matt Williard or Becky Conte!

REMINDERS

1. ALL PARTICIPANTS in any Youth Group activity (Youth members AND
friends) must complete a General Information and Emergency/Medical Form. This
form only needs to be completed 1 time each year.

2. Any time a Youth Group activity involves leaving the church,
ALL PARTICIPANTS (Youth members AND friends) must complete a Permission, Li-
ability, and Travel Form.

3. As we get closer to an organized Youth Group activity, an Activity/Event Sheet
will be posted on the bulletin board.

NOTE: You will find copies of the above forms posted on the bulletin board at church
or on the shelf' below the bulletin board. Completed forms may be given to any YG
Advisor or to Pastor Tom. Thanks!



Grab your winter coats and boots!
It’s time to go....

SNOW TUBING!

When: Sunday, January 20, 2019
Where: Ski Roundtop

Time: 11:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Cost: $33.00 per person

We will leave for snow tubing right after church. We will stop on the way to eat lunch. Don’t forget to
bring money to buy something for lunch and also for dinner from the concession at Ski Roundtop, or
bring a packed lunch.

All participants must complete the tubing waiver form.
All youth participants and friends must complete the Ski Roundtop Tubing Waiver Form; the St. John’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church Youth Group Permission, Liability and Travel Form; and the St. John’s

Evangelical Lutheran Church Youth Group General Information and Emergency/Medical Form.

All signed paperwork and payment are due before we leave the church on Sunday, January 20, 2019. RE-
MEMBER: The Youth Group Fund pays for all St. John’s youth group members to attend.

Please see Olivia or Matt Williard to hand in waivers and pay ahead.
If you have never been snow tubing at Ski Roundtop, there is a lodge that overlooks the snow tubing runs. If

you aren’t a snow tuber, but want to come along, please come!
You don’t have to pay to hang out in the lodge or on the deck.



St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Congregational Council Meeting Minutes
October 7, 2018

The Council Meeting was called to order by President Dan Langhans. Pastor Tom offered prayer and devo-
tions.
Meeting started at 4 PM.

Excused absence: Henry Heninger, Jeff Buffington

Reading of Minutes: Motion to accept by Jamie Doyle; second by Dan Langhans. Motion passed by all In
attendance.

Reception of Petitions and Communications
Water test results — doing well
Need to identify two representatives from our church—a man and a woman — to attend the Lower Sus-
guehanna Synod Assembly to be held June 7 and 8 at Messiah College. A new Bishop will be elected.

Pastor’s Report:
Church attendance was low in September; however, attendance was up during July and August. Motion
to accept by Donna Rabenold; second by Pat Herb; motion passed by all in attendance.

Children and Youth:

Carl said attendance was lower in September.

Several activities planned:
-Berrysburg parade float seven youth participated
-October 20 at the Drive In
-October 7 Sunday Celebration
-Celebration Club first Wednesday in November and continuing one Wednesday each month

Motion to accept by Barb Bullock; second by Dan Langhans; motion passed by all present.

Treasurer Report:
Report presented by Jamie Doyle. Will meet soon to discuss investments. Motion to accept by Carl
Baumgardner; second by Donna Rabenold; motion passed by all in attendance.

Church Property: met September 25
Oil tanks filled 200 gallons; we are getting clean oil
Refrigerator was moved from the shed to the pavilion
Tim Motter will provide snow removal
Joe Doyle to serve as interim chairperson in Henry’s absence

Finance and Budget:
Electric bills for church and pavilion; Carl to research refrigerator usage.
Budget for 2019 is ready.
Motion to accept by Carl Baumgardner; second by Carol Hassinger; motion passed by all present.



Worship & Music:
Candles need maintenance — oil filled
Outdoor worship —5/26, 6/13, 7/7,7/14,7/28, 8/18 & 9/1
Altar Guild needs members
Possible new pitchers needed for Altar at Communion

Youth Ministry:
November 4 chicken and waffle meal
October 20- trip to Gettysburg
Mutual ministry: to meet January 13
Women’s Report:
Successful Italian Dinner held October 7- about 70 attendees- $639 collected

*  $191 made at Pillow selling pizza

Motion to adjourn by Jamie Doyle; second by Donna Rabenold; motion passed by all in attendance.
Next meeting scheduled for November 11 at 4 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Darrell Denlinger, Secretary

Treasurer Report — September 2018

Prior Balance Receipts Expenses Balance
Current $7,644.16 $8,972.44 $10,678.56  $5,938.04
Benevolence $156.68 $1,113.68 $150.00 $963.68

Children & Youth $(3,885.98) $(2,707.98) $4,446.94  $(4,154.92)
Flower $360.73 $500.73 $70.00 $430.73
Improvement $2,259.71  $4,816.71  $1,960.73  $2,855.98

Memorial $4,956.75 $4,957.70 none $4,957.70
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“Celebration” Christmas Book Fair

Following the success of last year, we're having another “Celebration” Christmas
Book Fair! Stop by the corner classroom on November 25% or December 2" to order
faith-centered children’s books — just in time for Christmas! You’'ll receive a 20% dis-
count on your order! In addition, the Children and Youth fund makes 20% on all sales.
Come and do some early Christmas shopping!

Thank you, in advance, for your support!

Looking Ahead .... Summer is Coming

The date has been set for our Annual Strawberry Festival in 2019. It will take
place on Wednesday, June 12, in our grove and pavilion. Serious planning will get under-
way with a first gathering on Tuesday, March 5, at 6:30 P.M. at the church.

Also, the dates of Vacation Bible School have been tentatively set, running Monday,
July 22, through Friday, July 26, with the closing program taking place on Sunday, July
28, outside in the pavilion.

Please save these dates in your family’s calendar, and please spread the news to
your friends and neighbors. Summer will be here before we know it!

Communing Members of St. John’s Lutheran Church

As we near the end of the year, please be sure that, if you are a communing member
of St. John, you have turned in at least one communion record card this year. If during the
year you have been living and worshiping out of the area, or if you have communed even
once at another congregation, please be sure to have that congregation send notice to Pas-
tor Tom. If you are a contributing member of the congregation, please be sure that you
have used your oftering envelopes at least once this year, so that you are on record as hav-
ing made a contribution. (And, following January 1, please remember that the same record
keeping need exists in the new year.) Please do your part to make sure that our parish rec-

ords are as accurate as possible!
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December Gifts

Celebrate Inserts -

Bob & Doris Schaffer

Tree 4 Hope -
John & Judy Ferree

Altar Flowers

Dec 2

Delmar and Ginny
Enders

Dec 9
Darrel Denlinger
Dec 16
Jeft Lehman
Dec 23

Rebecca Conte

*as of print date,

subject to change

December Worship Schedule

Altar Guild
Lector

Donna Rabenold
See Below

Usher’s for the Month of December Jamie Doyle (L) Faye Nichols(E ),
Joe and Arlene Doyle (LAY)

December 2 2018
Holy Communion
1st Sunday of Advent

December 9, 2018

December 16, 2018

December 23, 2018

December 24, 2018 - 8:00 p.m

Holy Communion

December 30, 2018
Liturgy of Lessons

Greeter
Acolyte
Superintendent
Pianist

Lector

Greeter
Acolytes
Superintendent
Pianist

Lector

Greeter
Acolytes
Superintendent
Pianist

Lector

Greeter
Acolytes
Superintendent
Pianist

Lector

Greeter
Acolytes
Lector

Greeter

Acolytes
Superintendent
Pianist

Gary and Betty Leitzel

Aidan Roadcap and Hoyt Schlegel
Lynn Henninger

Louise Baumgardner

Kim Williard

Eric & Angela Mattern

Cole Roadcap and Aidan Roadcap
Jeff Lehman

Sandy Paul

Amy Gehring

Joe & Arlene Doyle
Allyssa Rabenold
Ken Koller

Carol Hubler

Dana Klouser

The Roy Henry Family
Cole Roadcap and Haylen Donovan
Roy Henry
Lois Watson
Vincent Lamenza

John & Connie Shafter
Landon Mace and Avery Mace
Jamie Doyle

Robert & Faye Weaver

Gabe Gehring and Gary Leitzel
Ken Koller

Jury Ferree
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January Worship Schedule

Altar Flowers Altar Guild Donna Rabenold

We are currently looking to Lector Reyann Cheatham

sponsor all January Altar Usher’s for the Month of January Pat Herb (L) Harold Herb (E ), Lori Motter (LAY)

Slowers, please consider

signing up on the Calendar

to the right of the front January 6, 2018 Greeter Darrel & Janet Denlinger
door! Holy Communion Superintendent  Jeft Lehman
Pianist Louise Baumgardner
January 13, 2018 Greeter Jett Buftington
Holy Communion Superintendent Ken Koller
Pianist Sandy Paul
January 20, 2018 Greeter Harold & Pat Herb
Superintendent Roy Henry
Pianist Carol Hubler
January 27, 2018 Greeter Fred & Jean Weaver
Superintendent Larry Gessner

Pianist Judy Ferree
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Pastor’s Office
Hours:
Mon, Tues -
8:00 A.M.— 9:30 A.M.

Wed, Thurs -

8:00 A.M. — 12:00
Noon

Friday

8:00 A.M. — 9:30 A.M.

(Other times by
appointment)

The
Bruner, Jr.

ev. Thomas

Laurie Little

Tammy & Bill Becker

Judith Ferree

Carol Hubler
Rebecca Conte
Daniel Langhans

Fay Nichols

Pastor

Young Christians
Minister

Sexton
Organist

Choir Director
Secretary

Council
President

Prayer Chain
Coordinator

Stjohnhillchurch
@frontier.com

misslaurie little
@gmail.com

No Email
Jjferee@epix.net

Mchubler
@gmail.com

Rlkconte06
@gmail.com

langhans@pa.net

Fnichols46
@comcast.net

717-362-9519 (O)
717-362-7895 (H)

(
(
717-865-3255 (H)
717-571-5058 (C)

717-819-0703
717-362-4228

570-758-5052
570-262-2664
717-865-3794

717-483-4483

B 2= s

Physical Address (for deliveries): 215 St. John Road Elizabethville, PA 17023
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 270 Berrysburg, PA 17005
Church Website: www.stjohnhillchurch.org

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

P.O. Box 270

Berrysburg, PA 17005

PLEASE
PLACE

STAMP
HERE



