
 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear Friends in Jesus, 

The Season of Advent – and a new Church Year – gets underway on December 1 as we light both the first 
candle on our Advent Wreath at 10:15am and our beautiful steeple stars come sunset.  This of course will mark 
my final Advent celebration with you and, just to make it extra special and memorable I’m guessing 
����, Dauphin 
County has “invited” me to the courthouse bright and early on the Second Day of Advent, Monday morning, 
December 2, for possible selection for jury duty.  But seriously…  I mention this here just so that you might be 
aware that my office hours are a bit up in the air both that week and then also the week of December 9 when I 
would report to court if selected for a jury.  (I’ve been summoned twice before over the years, neither of which 
resulted in my being needed for a jury, and I’m definitely hoping that my Grandma’s firm belief that “what seconds, 
thirds itself” holds true here!) 

But enough of that…  Looking ahead to the other side of the Advent Season, its ending on Christmas Eve, there 
will once again be two distinctive times of worship that day… 

Our 4:00 P.M. worship will once again have its own special focus and feel.  We will do that with a focus on our 
young persons, including a Sunny Sermon and special music by our youngest members, set within worship that 
will, in general, be simpler and less formal than our traditional candlelight worship later that evening.  Then, at 
8:00 P.M., our traditional candlelight festival liturgy of Holy Communion will again take place in the nave with 
carols galore.  Our goal at both 4:00 P.M. and 8:00 P.M. is to provide the most meaningful opportunities to 
worship our Newborn King for the most people of God.  Please come and worship at one or both! 

As we again enter into this holy time, reminded of just how very much God loves you and me and all that God 
has made, I want to thank you, my sisters and brothers in this wonderful congregational family, for another year 
of productive and, we pray, faithful ministry together – and I want to join with Ann to wish you a most blessed 
Advent and Christmas celebration and a joyous beginning to another new year.  It boggles my mind to think that 
this will be our 25th time to celebrate in this way together, and so I am really looking forward to doing exactly that!  
And thank you for your kind attention in reading on in this St. John’s Epistle!   

Pastor Tom 
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News from Miss Laurie, Young Christians Minister 
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas……everywhere 
we go!  It even feels like it some mornings!  There will be 
much faith formation going on here at St. John’s in the 
month of December, so grab your calendars and pencil in 
these dates: 

• Sunday, December 1st – We start “Preparing for 
Jesus” in SONday Celebration!    

• Sunday, December 1st – The Jingle Elves perform 
at the Berrysburg Tree Lighting at 6:00! 

• Wednesday, December 3rd – It’s a “Jingle, Jangle 
Christmas Party” in Celebration Club!  Join us from 
6:30 – 8:00 for the fun!  

• Sunday, December 8th – It’s week TWO of 
preparing for Jesus in SONday Celebration and 
we’ll be decorating our Christmas tree in the 
Celebration Space!  Come and help us “deck our 
halls”!! 

• Saturday, December 14th – the Jingle Elves will be performing at the Gratz Christmas Party at 9:00 
am! 

• Sunday, December 15th – We’ll be watching “The Star” (one of my all-time favorites) in SONday 
Celebration! 

• Also on Sunday, December 15th – It’s Pastor Tom and Ann’s LAST Advent with us, so we’re having a 
special Advent “Congregational Covered Dish Supper and Hymn Sing”!  Bring your favorite food item to 
share and join us at 4:00 for the fun and fellowship! 

• Sunday, December 22nd – It’s our annual SONday Celebration Christmas Party! 
• Tuesday, December 24th – Join us at 4:00 for our Christmas Eve “Celebration” Service featuring 

contemporary versions of classic Christmas carols and a Sunny Sermon! There will also be the 
traditional Candlelight Service later that evening at 8:00. 

• Sunday, December 29th – Come celebrate Jesus’ birth at our “Happy Birthday Jesus” SONday 
Celebration! 

As you can see, we’re gearing up to get everyone in the Christmas spirit!  And we’d love you to join us for 
some or ALL of our planned activites! 

Then, looking ahead to January and the New Year: 

• Because New Year’s Day hits the first Wednesday of the month, Celebration Club will meet on 
Wednesday, January 8th (the SECOND Wednesday)!  Join us from 6:30 – 8:00 for a “Jesus’ Love is 
Magnetic” Celebration! 

• Sunday, January 19th – It’s our annual “Snowman Sunday” in SONday Celebration!   

Finally, friends, before you get caught up in all the craziness of the season, take time to remember that 
“JESUS is the REASON for the season!”  Sending my warmest Christmas wishes your way!   

May God richly bless you through the holidays and throughout the coming year!!   

Miss Laurie 



Annual Congregational Meeting to be Held 

As specified in our congregational constitution, our Annual Congregational Meeting will 

be held in two parts.  On Sunday, December 8, we will meet following worship to take action on the election of 
four members to our Congregational Council and to adopt a spending plan for 2025.  On Sunday, January 19, 
we will again meet following worship to receive and act on reports of the ministry of our congregation conducted 
during 2024 and take care of such other business as may come before the gathered body.  For both parts of the 
meeting, it is very important that we have a good turnout of voting members!  Voting members are confirmed 
members of the congregation who have communed and made a contribution of record during 2023 and/or 2024.  
For those attending either or both parts of the meeting via Zoom, the Zoom host of the morning will make sure 
to keep a close eye on all Zoom participants for any questions that need forwarding to the floor of the meeting 
and when hands need to be raised for any voting. 

To aid you in preparing for the December 8 meeting, the proposed 2025 combined budget for the Current, 
Children and Youth (C&Y), Flower, Improvement, Sunday School, and (newly-combined this year) Youth Group 
and Anniversary Funds, along with the budget for the Benevolence Fund, are included in this Epistle. 

With regard to Congregational Council elections, our Nominating Committee is bringing the following four names 
for congregational action on December 8: Jamie Doyle, Roy Henry, Matthew Motter and Donna Rabenold. 

Please don’t miss this opportunity to help in the faithful strengthening of our ministry together – plan to join in 
these brief but important gatherings on December 8 and January 19! 

Looking Ahead to Our Annual Strawberry Festival  
The date of next year’s Annual Strawberry Festival is set for Wednesday, June 11, 2025, our traditional 
second Wednesday of the month.  After a spectacular day this past summer, we look forward to next June!  (And, 
the first planning meeting will be held on Monday, March 10, at 6:15 pm at the church.  Everyone is cordially 
invited to attend; especially needed are all committee chairpersons.) 

Lector Schedule for 2025 
The following is the schedule of folks scheduled to serve as lectors during 2025: 

January Reyann Cheatham  July Carl Baumgardner 
February Vincent & Sandra Lamenza  August Dana Klouser 
March Judith Cheatham  September Barry Williard 
April Courtney Foreman  October Jamie Doyle 
May Amy Gehring  November The Henry Family 
June Joshua Paul  December Matt Williard 

We thank them for serving in this important ministry of worship.  (And on Sunday, January 19, we will join in 
praying God's blessing on them as they share God's Word throughout the coming year!) 

Pastoral Acts 
At the Altar 

Pastor Tom presided on Sunday, November 10, as we celebrated with Jacob Schaffner, Isaac Schaffner, 
Peter Rabenold, Emily Rabenold, Jaylynn Jackson, Makayla Crabb, Avery Brosius and their families as 
they received their First Holy Communions, after completing instruction with Pastor Tom.  

 

  



 
St. John’s Youth Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
• JANUARY SENIOR HIGH WINTERFEST:  January 3rd to 5th 
• JANUARY MEETING:  Sunday, January 19th - Game Day 

 

Monthly Sponsorships 
Four new 2025 sponsor sheets are now posted on the bulletin board in the foyer area – three of them 1. for 
continuing ministry support for our Celebrate bulletin inserts ($22/month); 2. for Tree 4 Hope, an innovative anti-
poverty ministry begun by our neighbors at Tree of Life Evangelical Lutheran Church, Linglestown Road, 
Harrisburg, and serving those in need in Guatemala, involving an orphanage, mission trips from our area, and, 
now, a new girls' school called “Hope Academy” - a world mission with a local connection ($50/month) – and 3. 
for providing one month of a Konde Diocese (in Tanzania, Africa) Pastors Salary ($50/month).  The fourth is 
the separate sign-up sheet for sponsoring weekly altar flowers in 2025, ($35 per week).  To sponsor any of these 
four ministries in honor or in memory of loved ones or events, please simply stop by to sign up or, if easier, 
please feel free to call or email Pastor Tom, who can place your name on the desired month(s).  



St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Congregational Council Minutes 

October 13, 2024 
 

The council meeting was called to order by President Joshua Paul. Devotions and Prayer were offered by 
Pastor Tom. 

Present: Pastor Tom Bruner, Joshua Paul, Jeff Lehman, Sandra Lamenza, Justin Adams, Sandra Paul, Gail 
Billow, Christie Kahler, Matthew Riland, Karen Gehring, Craig Peters and Courtney Foreman, Ty 
Troutman. 

Minutes: Motion by Joshua Paul to accept the September 15th  minutes, 2nd by Justin Adams. Motion 
approved unanimously. 

Proposed Budget 2025- Jamie Doyle was present and handed out the proposed 2025 Budget, she 
reviewed line by line and explained the details surrounding Pastor Tom’s retirement.    Motion was 
made by Ty Troutman to present the proposed Budget to the Congregation 2nd Sunday in December,  2nd 
by Jeff Lehman Motion approved unanimously. 

Pastor’s Report:  Review of Pastor’s report - Motion to accept Pastor Tom’s September report was made 
by Joshua Paul, 2nd by Matthew Riland. Motion approved unanimously. 

Children and Youth Ministry Report: Motion to accept Miss Laurie’s report for September made by 
Sandra Lamenza, 2nd by Craig Peters. Motion approved unanimously.    

Treasurer’s Report: Joshua Paul reviewed the September Treasurer’s Report, Benevolence Fund 
Memorial Funds from Jamie Doyle and Bicentennial Festival fund report from Lynn Henninger.  Motion 
was made to accept the treasurer’s reports by Christie Kahler, 2nd by Courtney Foreman.  Motion 
approved unanimously.  

Reception of Petitions and Communications:  Pastor is looking for 2 voting members, 1 male 1 female, 
to attend Synod assembly 6-5-25 to 6-7-25.  This year there will be elections held for a new Bishop, 
Secretary and Treasurer.  

Second communication regarding the elevator still not being repaired, a technician from Kone Elevator is 
coming out to review the wiring, communication has been made with the insurance company. 

Reports of Standing Committees: 

Church Property:  Sandra Lamenza reported that the property committee met and reviewed that the 
elevator still needs repaired, the pavilion is being readied for inspection, and a motor on the South side 
curtain still needs to be replaced.  Signs are being made more visible to show where Fire extinguishers 
are placed. Discussion was had regarding chimney repairs needed at Sextons house and the Church. 
During routine maintenance, Kent Zimmerman found the chimney liners in both the sextons house and 
church to be in poor condition and he strongly recommended having new liners installed. At the church 
he also strongly recommended a cap put on the chimney as he found several feet of accumulated sticks 
and grass in the bottom of the chimney from starlings trying to build a nest at the top of the chimney. 
Property Committee felt these were critical matters and obtained two quotes for repairs.  Property 
committee recommended going with Mike’s Chimney Sweep LLC of Harrisburg. Cost for both projects 
totals $6,122.70  



Council reviewed the cost of $2,304 for sexton house would come from the Improvement Fund and the 
cost of $3,818.70 would come from the Memorials Interest.   Motion made by Craig Peters, 2nd by 
Sandra Lamenza. Motion approved unanimously.  

Finance – Budget meeting was held 10-6-24, proposed budget was approved by council.  

Worship and Music:  Reviewed communion schedule change. 

Faith Formation: Adult Bible school has 1 new leader, looking for more. Confirmation Class will now 
meet upstairs where the adult bible class was held, and Adult Bible School will now be held in the 
conference room since the elevator is still in need of repairs.  

Mutual Ministry: Met today, introduction of 4 new members, Dana Klouser, Tamara Spicher, Clint 
Gehring and Sandy Paul.  Next meeting scheduled for January 12, 2025 at 11:15 a.m. 

Executive: No report. 

Nominating:  4 have accepted, Jamie Doyle, Donna Rabenold, Roy Henry and Tim Motter 

History and Archive: No report 

Cemetery Committee: No report 

Bell Ringing: No report 

Creation Care: No report  

Women of the ELCA: No report, meeting scheduled for 10-15-24 at 6:15. 

Youth Group:  Halloween Party will be held 10-27-24.  The Youth Group will have a meal after worship 
11-10-24.   

Unfinished Business: The elevator is still not working. Awaiting repairs to be completed. Ty Troutman is 
scheduled as lead usher for December and will need help as he is also choir director.   

New Business: Meeting with Deacon Marsha Roscoe tomorrow evening 6:30 p.m. to review new 
pastoral leadership. 
 
Next Council Meeting: Sunday, November 10th 2024, at 6 PM. 

Adjournment: Motion by Joshua Paul to adjourn the meeting, 2nd by Justin Adams. Motion approved 
unanimously. The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sandra Paul, Secretary 



*As of 9/30/24 2023 2024 2024 2025

Actual Budget Actual* Budget

Current Fund
Beginning Balance 1/1 13,235              5,254              5,254                

Revenues

Plate 5,398                3,000              4,838                3,000              

Current Envelopes 147,692           168,258         112,728           161,889         

Children & Youth Giving 19,860              26,409           16,078              26,937           

Improvement Giving 4,462                4,900              9,197                10,700           

Flower Giving 2,423                3,095              1,221                3,095              

Regular Sunday School Giving - 1,000              1,345                1,000              

Special Sunday School Revenues 1,500              -                    1,500              

Sunday School Transfer In 600                 487                   -                  

Youth Group (High School) -                    -                  

Anniversary Fund -                    -                  

Miscellaneous 7,129                4,640              1,073                40                   
Budget Transfers from Other Funds 10,000              -                  8,000                -                  

Total Revenues 196,964           213,402         154,966           208,161         

Expenditures

Pastoral Ministry

Pastor's Salary & Housing 70,228              74,149           53,632              84,372           

Social Security 5,834                6,142              4,455                6,989              

Pension & Healthcare Costs 40,545              40,822           32,513              18,851           

Travel Reimbursement 4,529                4,200              3,570                4,500              

2 Weeks Continuing Education -                    35                     700                 
Book, Periodical & Personal Office Expenses 325                   400                 198                   400                 

Total Pastoral Ministry 121,461           125,713         94,403              115,812         

Worship

Organist Salary & Taxes 4,547                4,761              3,146                4,856              

Choir Music & Supplies -                    500                 -                    500                 

Worship Aids & Supplies 2,957                2,790              2,110                2,790              

Offering Envelopes -                    900                 -                    900                 

Secretary Salary & Taxes 3,588                3,509              2,626                3,579              

Supply Pastor -                    200                 -                    200                 

Pastoral Transition 2,000              

Youth Group -                    500                 -                    500                 

Children & Youth Ministry -                    -                  -                    -                  

Delegate & Convention Expenses 400                   400                 200                   400                 
Miscellaneous -                    -                  -                    -                  

Total Worship 11,491              13,560           8,082                15,726           



*As of 9/30/24 2023 2024 2024 2025

Actual Budget Actual* Budget

Current Fund
Office

Payroll and Tax Preparation 1,086                956                 593                   956                 

Paper, Supplies & Archival Supplies 132                   300                 40                     300                 

Postage & Box Rent 212                   300                 200                   300                 

Copier Maintenance & Supplies 857                   1,500              668                   1,500              
Telephone & Internet 2,064                2,328              1,416                2,328              

Total Office 4,352                5,384              2,917                5,384             

Maintenance

Fuel 9,233                8,148              5,403                8,148              

Electricity 2,887                2,520              2,157                2,940              

Insurance Church Property 7,547                6,500              142                   7,500              

Workmen's Compensation 1,548                2,000              -                    2,500              

Organ & Public Address System -                    200                 -                    200                 

Janitor's Salary, Taxes + Electric Reimb. 2,363                2,333              1,648                2,379              

Janitor's Supplies 136                   200                 -                    200                 
Property & Maintenance 1,669                3,500              2,337                3,500              

Total Maintenance 25,382              25,401           11,687              27,367           

Miscellaneous

Interfund Transfers -                    -                  -                    -                  
Miscellaneous 1,555                1,200              423                   1,200              

Total Miscellaneous 1,555                1,200              423                   1,200             

Total C&Y

C&Y Salary 28,066              26,409           19,804              26,937           

Children & Youth Fundraiser -                    -                  -                    -                  
C&Y Miscellaneous -                    -                  -                    -                  

Total C&Y 28,066              26,409           19,804              26,937           

Flower Expenditures
Flower Expenditures 1,586                3,095              2,396                3,095              

Total Expenditures 1,586                3,095              2,396                3,095             

Sunday School Expenditures

Regular Sunday School Expenditures 1,600              1,598                1,600              
Sunday School Donations -                    1,500              -                    1,500              

Total Expenditures -                    3,100              1,598                3,100             

Youth Group Expenditures (High School)
Youth Group Expenditures 1,586                

Total Expenditures 1,586                -                  -                    -                  

Anniversary Fund Expenditures
Anniversary Fund Expenditures 1,586                

Total Expenditures 1,586                -                  -                    -                  

Improvement Expenses

Taxes 3,199                -                  3,281                -                  

Elevator 1,160                -                  195                   -                  

Myers Pipe Organ 770                   -                  1,495                -                  

J Carl Zimmerman -                    -                  235                   -                  

Water Service 1,505                -                  -                    -                  

Klinger Lumber Company 572                   -                  -                    -                  

Pavilion Maintenance -                    -                  -                    -                  

Kitchen Project -                    -                  -                    -                  

Fire Protection -                    -                  -                    -                  

Transfer to Other Fund -                    -                  2,000                -                  

Special Improvement Expenses -                    -                  -                    -                  
General Maintenance 3,844                -                  3,057                -                  

Total Expenditures 11,050              9,540              10,264              9,540             

Total Expenditures 204,944           213,402         151,574           208,161         

Current Fund Surplus/(Deficit) (7,981)              0                     3,393                (0)                    



*As of 9/30/24 2023 2024 2024 2025

Actual Budget Actual* Budget

Benevolence Fund
Revenues

Regular Benevolence 11,664              12,000           8,859                12,000           

World Hunger 1,895                1,000              854                   1,000              

Konde Pastor's Salary 550                   600                 450                   600                 

Domestic Disaster Response 2,905                1,300              2,164                1,300              

WELCA Project Comfort 621                   700                 -                    700                 

Community Thanksgiving Offering -                    500                 -                    500                 

Interest -                    -                  -                    -                  

Donations -                    -                  -                    -                  

Always Being Made New -                    -                  -                    -                  

Tree 4 Hope 600                   550                 500                   550                 

Lutheran Camping Corp -                    500                 -                    500                 

Weekend Snack Pack Program -                    500                 -                    500                 

WVA Flood Relief -                    -                  -                    -                  

Global Barnyard -                    2,000              -                    2,000              

Sunday School Program for UDHS -                    -                  -                    -                  

Malaria -                    -                  -                    -                  

International Disaster Response -                    -                  284                   -                  

Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Services 625                   -                  510                   -                  

Nepal Earthquake -                    -                  -                    -                  

Hunger Initiative -                    -                  -                    -                  

Blanket Shipping -                    -                  -                    -                  

Lutheran World Relief 200                   -                  -                    -                  

HHS Donations -                    -                    

Erik Erdman Foundation -                    -                  -                    -                  

Eastern European Crisis -                    -                    

Upper Dauphin Human Services Center -                    -                    

Middle East Crisis 1,259                -                    

Miscellaneous -                    -                    
Interfund Transfer -                    -                  84                     -                  

Total Revenues 20,319              19,650           13,705              19,650           



*As of 9/30/24 2023 2024 2024 2025

Actual Budget Actual* Budget

Benevolence Fund
Expenditures

Regular Benevolence 12,000              12,000           8,859                12,000           

World Hunger 1,895                1,000              854                   1,000              

Konde Pastor's Salary 550                   600                 450                   600                 

Domestic Disaster Response 2,905                1,300              -                    1,300              

WELCA Project Comfort 621                   700                 -                    700                 

Community Thanksgiving Offering -                    500                 -                    500                 

Haiti -                    -                  -                    -                  

New Checks -                    -                  -                    -                  

Always Being Made New -                    -                  -                    -                  

Tree 4 Hope 600                   550                 450                   550                 

Lutheran Camping Corp -                    500                 -                    500                 

Weekend Snack Pack Program -                    500                 -                    500                 

WVA Flood Relief -                    -                  -                    -                  

Global Barnyard -                    2,000              -                    2,000              

Sunday School Program for UDHS -                    -                  -                    -                  

Malaria -                    -                  -                    -                  

Nepal Earthquake -                    -                  -                    -                  

Interfund Transfer -                    -                  -                    -                  

Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Services 625                   -                  510                   -                  

Hunger Initiative -                    -                  -                    -                  

International Disaster Response -                    -                  2,428                -                  

Lutheran World Relief 200                   -                  -                    -                  

Blanket Shipping -                    -                  -                    -                  

Erik Erdman Foundation -                    -                  -                    -                  

Upper Dauphin Human Services Center -                    -                  -                    -                  

Northern Dauphin Human Services Center -                    -                  -                    -                  

Eastern European Crisis -                    -                    

Middle East Crisis 1,259                -                    
Miscellaneous -                    -                  20                     -                  

Total Expenditures 20,655              19,650           13,571              19,650           

Benevolence Fund Surplus/(Deficit) (336)                  -                  134                   -                  



  December 2024 
  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
1st Sunday of Advent 
9:00 Adult Bible Study (In-Person) 
9:00 Youth Group Bible Time (In-Person) 
9:00 SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie (In-Person) 
10:15 Worship, Including Sacraments of Holy Communion & Holy Baptism 
and Celebration Time with Miss Laurie for Young Persons In-Person (In-
Person and On Zoom with At-Church Zoom Option) 
Our Steeple Stars Will Be Lighted at Sunset 
 

Pastor Tom Reports for 
Possible Jury Selection 
 
6:00 St. John Women of the 
ELCA-Sponsored Christmas 
Craft Night 
 

7:30 Choir Rehearsal7:30 Choir 
Rehearsal 

6:30 – 8:00 Monthly 
Celebration Club with 
Miss Laurie “Jingle 
Jangle Christmas” 
 

  

Pastor Tom’s Weekly 
Day Off 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
9:00 Adult Bible Study (In-Person) 
9:00 Youth Group Bible Time (In-Person) 
9:00 Confirmation Class (In-Person) 
9:00 SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie (In-Person) 
10:15 Worship, Including Sacrament of Holy Baptism and Celebration 
Time with Miss Laurie for Young Persons In-Person (In-Person and On 
Zoom with At-Church Zoom Option) 
11:15 Annual Congregational Meeting – Part 1 (Both In-Person and on 
Zoom) 
6:00 Congregational Council Meeting 
 

Day of Prayer for Peace 
with Justice, Beginning in 
the Middle East  
 

7:00 Church Dartball League 
Match – St. John at Lykens 
United Methodist 
 

6:00 Book Group (on Zoom) 
 

Pastor Tom Possibly 
Begins Jury Duty 

7:30 Choir Rehearsal    

Pastor Tom’s Weekly 
Day Off 

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
9:00 Adult Bible Study (In-Person) 
9:00 Youth Group Bible Time (In-Person) 
9:00 Confirmation Class (In-Person) 
9:00 SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie (In-Person) 
10:15 Worship, Including Reception of New Members and Celebration 
Time with Miss Laurie for Young Persons In-Person (In-Person and On 
Zoom with At-Church Zoom Option) 
4:00 Advent/Christmas Congregational Covered Dish Supper & Hymn Sing 
 

7:00 Church Dartball League 
Match – Messiah Lutheran at 
St. John 

7:30 Choir Rehearsal    

Pastor Tom’s Weekly 
Day Off 

 
Winter Begins 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
4th Sunday of Advent 
9:00 Adult Bible Study (In-Person) 
9:00 Youth Group Bible Time (In-Person) 
9:00 Confirmation Class (In-Person) 
9:00 SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie (In-Person) 
10:15 Worship, Including Celebration Time with Miss Laurie for Young 
Persons In-Person (In-Person and On Zoom with At-Church Zoom Option) 
11:15-2:00 Youth Group Ugly Christmas Sweater Party 
 

 Nativity of Our Lord, Christmas Eve 
4:00 Christmas Eve Celebration Time 
Worship, including Sacrament of Holy 
Communion (Both In-Person and on 
Zoom) 
8:00 Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Worship, including Sacrament of Holy 
Communion (Both In-Person and on 
Zoom) 
 

Nativity of Our Lord, 
Christmas Day 
 
Hanukkah Begins at 
Sundown 
 
 

Stephen, Deacon & 
Martyr 

John, Apostle & 
Evangelist 

Holy Innocents, 
Martyrs 

29 30 31     
1st Sunday of Christmas 
9:00 Adult Bible Study (In-Person) 
9:00 Youth Group Bible Time (In-Person) 
9:00 SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie (In-Person) 
10:15 Liturgy of Lessons and Carols (Guest Worship Leader – Jim 
Watson) Including Celebration Time with Miss Laurie for Young Persons 
In-Person (In-Person and On Zoom with At-Church Zoom Option) 
 

 

New Year’s Eve 

 

Pastor Tom Off – Returning to the Office on January 2 

Pastor Tom Off – Returning to the Office on January 2 



 

  January 2025 
  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 
 Name of Jesus 

 
Pastor Tom Taking 
Monthly Extra Day Off 
 
New Year’s Day Hanukkah Ends at 

Sundown 

7:00 Winterfest Begins 
for Older Youth 

Pastor Tom’s Weekly Day 
Off 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Second Sunday of Christmas 
9:00 Adult Bible Study (In-Person) 
9:00 Youth Group Bible Time (In-Person) 
9:00 Confirmation Class (In-Person) 
9:00 SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie (In-Person) 
10:15 Worship, Including Sacrament of Holy Communion and Celebration Time 
with Miss Laurie for Young Persons In-Person (In-Person and On Zoom with At-
Church Zoom Option) 
10:00 Winterfest Ends for Older Youth 

Epiphany of Our Lord 
10:00 “Blanket Bunch” 
Blanket Making for 
Lutheran World Relief 
 

7:30 Choir Rehearsal 6:30 – 8:00 Monthly 
Celebration Club with 
Miss Laurie “Jesus’ Love 
Is Magnetic” 

Day of Prayer for Peace 
with Justice, Beginning 
in the Middle East 

 

Pastor Tom’s Weekly Day 
Off 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Baptism of Our Lord 
9:00 Adult Bible Study (In-Person) 
9:00 Youth Group Bible Time (In-Person) 
9:00 Confirmation Class (In-Person) 
9:00 SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie (In-Person) 
10:15 Worship, Including Sacrament of Holy Communion, Recognition of 
Recently-Baptized, and Celebration Time with Miss Laurie for Young Persons In-
Person (In-Person and On Zoom with At-Church Zoom Option) 
11:15 Mutual Ministry Committee Meeting 
4:30 Creation Care Team 
6:00 Congregational Council Meeting 

10:00 “Blanket Bunch” 
Blanket Making for 
Lutheran World Relief 
 
6:00 Book Group (on 
Zoom) 
 
 

7:30 Choir Rehearsal Deadline to Submit 
Items for February “St. 
John’s Epistle” 
 

  

Confession of Peter 
 

Pastor Tom’s Weekly Day 
Off 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
9:00 Adult Bible Study (In-Person) 
9:00 Youth Group Bible Time (In-Person) 
9:00 Confirmation Class (In-Person) 
9:00 SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie (In-Person) 
10:15 Worship, Including Annual Blessing of Lectors and Celebration Time with 
Miss Laurie for Young Persons In-Person (In-Person and On Zoom with At-
Church Zoom Option) 
11:15 Annual Congregational Meeting – Part 2 (Both In-Person and on Zoom) 
11:30 Youth Group Lunch and Games at the Church 
 

10:00 “Blanket Bunch” 
Blanket Making for 
Lutheran World Relief 
 
7:00 Church Dartball 
League Match – St. John 
at Valleys EC Church 
 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day 

6:15 Worship & Music 
Committee Meeting 
 
7:30 Choir Rehearsal 
 

   

Conversion of Paul 
 

Pastor Tom’s Weekly Day 
Off 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
9:00 Adult Bible Study (In-Person) 
9:00 Youth Group Bible Time (In-Person) 
9:00 Confirmation Class (In-Person) 
9:00 SONDay Celebration with Miss Laurie (In-Person) 
10:15 Worship, Including Celebration Time with Miss Laurie for Young Persons 
In-Person (In-Person and On Zoom with At-Church Zoom Option) 
 

10:00 “Blanket Bunch” 
Blanket Making for 
Lutheran World Relief 

6:15 Property Committee 
Meeting 
 
7:00 Upper Dauphin 
Conference Cabinet 
Meeting on Zoom 
 
7:30 Choir Rehearsal 
 

    



Pastor Tom’s Office Hours  

Monday, Tuesday: 8am – 9:30am 
Wednesday, Thursday: 8am – 12 noon 
Friday: 8am - 9:30am 

(Other times by appointment) 

Contact Information 

The Rev. Thomas Bruner, Jr., Pastor pt@stjohnhillchurch.org  717-362-9519 (O) 
717-362-7895 (H) 

Laurie Little, Young Christians Minister misslaurie.little@gmail.com 717-571-5058 

Lewis Weaver, Sexton bootsdagreat@gmail.com 570-809-1014 

Grace Weaver, Sexton No Email 570-809-1510 

Judith Ferree, Organist jjferee@epix.net 717-362-4228 

Ty Troutman, Choir Director kimjtroutman@gmail.com  717-686-2758 

Rachel Henry, Secretary henryfamily2004@gmail.com 717-439-3897 

Joshua Paul, Council President joshpaul1995@gmail.com  717-460-0670 

Fay Nichols, Prayer Chain Coordinator fnichols46@comcast.net 717-329-7447 

 

911 Emergency/GPS Location: 
215 St. John Road, Elizabethville, 17023 

For US Mail Deliveries: 
PO Box 270, Berrysburg, 17005-0270 

Church Website: www.stjohnhillchurch.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stjohnhillchurch 
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