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The Rev. Thomas G. Bruner, Jr., Pastor

Dear Friends in Jesus,

As April begins, we again have the opportunity to observe the Sunday of the
Passion/Palm Sunday, as well as the “Three Days” or “Triduum” — the ancient title for the period
that begins on Maundy Thursday evening and ends on Easter Sunday evening.

On the Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday, April 1, our worship will include the
celebration with palms (again making use of beautiful “fair trade” palm fronds that provide just
compensation for small growers), as well as a dramatic reading by Vincent Lamenza of The
Passion of Jesus According to i, Mark,

The Three Days begin four days later, on April 5, as we Christians focus on the very core
of our faith — the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. From ancient times, the Three Days
have been understood as one continuous period of worship. This means, for one thing, that our
worship on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evenings ends without the usual Benediction — we're
really not ending our worship, after all, merely taking a pause. This also means, much more
importantly, that our being in worship on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evenings, is just as
important as our being in worship on Easter Sunday morning. Our schedule of worship and
related activities for the Three Days will be as follows:

Maundy Thursday, April 5 ,
At 7:00 P.M., we will gather for a Liturgy of Holy Communion, sharing in the mystery and the
meaning of that Upper Room — the body and the blood given for us ~ the betrayal and desertion
of our Lord. Reflecting that betrayal and desertion, our worship will end with the solemn
stripping of the altar by members of altar guild as the senior choir intones the haunting words of
Psalm 22.
Good Friday, April 6

- At 7:00 P.M., we will gather for the Liturgy of Good Friday — a dark and solemn time featuring a
dramatic reading of The Passion of Jesus According to St. John. Please note that Youth Group
members will again read the principal parts of The Passion, getting together for a short
“rehearsal” at 6:15 P.M. Please support them with your presence!
Easter Eve, April 7 :
At 9:00 A.M., members of Youth Group will gather to set up for our annual Easter Egg Hunt,
with the hunt getting underway at 10:00 A.M. for children in four age groups: preschool, grades
K-1, grades 2-3, and grades 4-5.
At 7:00 P.M., we will continue our worship downstairs with a Liturgy of Readings and Prayer.
This liturgy, a part of the Liturgy of Easter Vigil, features a series of lengthy readings from the
Old Testament, telling of the creative and saving actions of God, beginning with Genesis 1, that
point the way to the ultimate creative and saving action of Easter. There will be no music and no
offering — only my reading by the light of a single candle, silence for meditation, and prayer.
The Resurrection of Qur Lord, Kaster Day, April 8
Following Easter Sunday tradition at St. John, a very brief Sunrise Worship will take place
outdoors (weather permitting) from 6:30 — 6:45 A.M. From 6:45 — 7:00, all interested men of the
church will prepare and set up for Easter breakfast, which will be served from 7:00 — 8:00.
Following some clean-up time, and a Men’s Choir rehearsal at 8:15, the annual Sunday School
Easter Party, for all ages, will follow at 9:00. Our morning will conclude with a Liturgy of Holy
Communion, featuring the great hymns of Easter, at 10:15 A.M. A special musical prelude,
featuring our choirs, will precede this worship, so please plan to come approximately 15 minutes
early.
Please don’t miss your opportunity to fully take part in this holiest of Christian holy times!

Pastor Tom




SPECIAL OFFERING ENVELOPE

Included in this month’s Epistle is a special offering envelope for a gift toward the cost of
our congregational subscription plan for The Lutheran. If your home currently receives a
subscription, the yearly cost of that subscription is a very low $7.95. If you wish to make a gift,
simply place your gift in the envelope and place it in the offering plate or mail it to the church. If
you do not receive a “hard copy” of the Epistle, and would like to make a gift, please see Pastor
Tom for an envelope or simply place your gift in a regular envelope and mark it “The Lutheran
Subscription Offering”. Thank you for your help!

REGISTER FOR SPRING MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY

Midweek Bible Study will resume on Wednesday, April 18, meeting weekly through
May 23, when we will break for the summer. Class will be held each week from 7:00 to 8:30
P.M. We will continue our multi-year journey of studying individual books of the Bible, using
resources from our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s Book of Faith emphasis on Bible
study, focusing this spring on the book of Daniel. As a part of this study, it is planned that we
will take a “field trip” to the Jewish Home of Greater Harrisburg, where we will have the chance
to speak with a rabbi about Jewish history and practice. No previous Bible study experience is
required — only an interest and enthusiasm to study, reflect on, and discuss God’s Word together!
So that the correct number of study books can be ordered, please register in advance (by
speaking with Pastor Tom) no later than Easter Sunday morning, April 8.
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Sign up on the foyer bulletin board for Lutheran Night at the Senators, which is coming
up on Friday, May 18, as the Harrisburg Senators host the Bowie Baysox. $4 of every $10 ticket
we purchase as a church group will be donated to the camping ministry of our Lower
Susquehanna Synod, and Bishop Hoover will again throw out the first pitch. Deadline fo sign
up and pay for tickets (check payable to “St. John Lutheran” and given to Pastor Tom) is
Sunday, April 29.

PLAY BALL!



CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR DARTBALL TEAM!

In early March, the St. John Dartball Team finished the regular season in
third piace in league standings, with a record of 21 wins and 19 losses. On
March 18", the Annual Dartball League Tournament was held at Valleys
Evangelical Covenant Church in Halifax, and our St. John team had a very good
day!

After playing and winning five straight games they found they were in a
position to win the tournament, but, in order to do that, they had to beat the
number one team in the league standings, Messiah Lutheran of Fisherville. And
what an exciting game it was! Messiah was up by three runs. Then St. John
came back and tied it up. Again Messiah went ahead - this time by two runs.
And, again, St. John closed the gap - to just one run. Finally, in the bottom of
the ninth inning, with two outs and the tying run on base, Olivia Enders hit a
homerun to drive in the winning run. Against the odds, the team had clinched the
Tournament Championship! Congratulations to the members of the winning
team — Coach Henry Henninger, Dave Bixler, Jason Bixler, Olivia Enders, Clint
Gehring, Mike Henninger, Fay Nichols, Kristen Nichols, and Anthony Newman.

Youth Group News

To All Youth Group Members & families:
April begins a very busy morith for Youth Group with Easter and other activities:

April 4 - Wednesday night beginning at 6:00 pm, we will meet to plan the Easter Egg
Hunt and dye the Easter Eggs.

April 6 - Youth Group Members assist with Good Friday worship service

April 7 - Easter Egg Hunt, sponsored by Youth Group. Youth Group arrive at 9:00 am
to hide eggs, and Egg Hunt starts promptly at 10:00 am. Egg Hunt is open to children
age Nursery through 5th Grade. Spread the word to your family and friends. We are
hoping to have a good turn-out of children.

April 28 - We wiil be serving dinner at the Lykens Valley Alumni Banquet at the
Berrysburg Community Center.  Watch bulletin for time to meet. This is a fundraiser
for our Youth Group.

Hope you are able to help and have fun when we meet for our April activities!

Shannon Motter,
Vice President

LAY MALE VOTING MEMBER NEEDED IN 2013

Our Upper Dauphin Conference is looking for a lay male voting member for the 2013
ELCA Churchwide Assembly that is being held in Pittsburgh from Monday, August 12, through
Sunday, August 18. A voting member must be a confirmed member of a conference
congregation who has communed and contributed within the past two years. All expenses for
travel, meals, and lodging are fully covered — the voting member provides his time and
commitment. If you would be interested in having your name considered, or to learn more,
please speak with Pastor Tom by Easter Sunday, April 8. Also, some 300 volunteers will be
needed by the Southwest Pennsylvania Synod to help in running the assembly. If you would
be interested in this opportunity, please also speak with Pastor Tom.



LOOKING AHEAD TO STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL TIME...

This year’s Strawberry Festival will take place on Wednesday, June 13, in our grove and
pavilion. Although serious planning is just getting underway for the Festival, Brad Crum has
again been booked as entertainment for the early/mid afternoon timeslot, singing as Elvis. Please
save the date of June 13 in your family’s calendar, and please spread the news to your friends
and neighbors.

+.AND TO OUTDOOR WORSHIP...

Our schedule of summer outdoor worship has also been finalized by Worship & Music
Committee and Congregational Council. These Sundays will be: June 3 (Instead of Memorial
Day Weekend, when we will be celebrating the Rite of Confirmation — Holy Communion), June
17, July 1 (Independence Day Weekend — “Colonial” Order for Holy Communion), August 5
(Old Fashioned Hymn Sing), and September 2 (Labor Day Weekend — Holy Communion). With
our traditional outdoor worship for our Vacation Bible School Closing Program, on July 15, we
will again have the chance to enjoy the outdoor beauty of “the Hill” in worship for a total of six
times this summer!

CHURCH CAMPING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL AGES

Our Camperson, Angie Maurer, has information on summer church camping
opportunities of all kinds for people of all ages. Schedules and registration information are
available for the camps of our Lower Susquehanna Synod, Kirchenwald and Nawakwa, as well
as for Camp Mt. Luther in the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Please bear in mind that, for members
of St. John, camping scholarships are provided from the Sunday School treasury, making any
week-long experience a great value as well as a life-changing experience. Special discounts are

available for those who register by March 25. Please see Angie for further information!
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CONGRATULATIONS, NEW PARENTS!

The congregation’s prayers and congratulations go to Yalonda & Timothy Rabenold on
the birth of their daughter, Elsie Anna Rabenold, at Harrisburg Hospital on Thursday, February
23. Elsie weighed in at 7 pounds 15 ounces and was 19 % inches long.

...and to proud grandma Kris Kell on the birth of a granddaughter, Jennifer Christine,
to her son, J.C. and and his companion, Sara, early on Sunday, March 11. After some
complications in labor and delivery, Jennifer is safe at home in the Lock Haven area with father
and mother.

Congratulations, too, to all of the proud family members as they celebrate the miracle of birth!



PASTORAL ACTS

At Graveside

Pastor Tom presided at funeral worship for Arthur Lower, who died on March 1 at the
Harrisburg home of his daughter, Judy Cheatham., Worship was held at the church on March 6,
with interment in our church cemetery.

We pray that God will grant rest and peace to Arthur, and the hope and joy of the Resurrection to
Judy and the rest of his loved ones.

RACHEL’S DAY AT ST. JOHN SUNDAY SCHOOL

The first Sunday in May will be Rachel’s Day. Itisa Sunday we set aside to say prayers for
our children and children of our world. This year we are adding something new for the
congregation to help with through out the year. There will be small envelopes with the name of
a child at St. John inside. These will be drawn out of a basket. If you should get your own
child’s name and want to change it, we can attempt to make a change. But there is certainly
nothing wrong with keeping your own child’s name. You will then be responsible for praying
for this child for the next year. Also if you wish you may want to try to get to know more about
them by just talking to them. Get to know what they like or dislike. This is optional of course.
So come out and join us on May 6% and become a prayer sponsor to one of our youth.

MOTHER-CHILD COVERED DISH SUPPER FOR ALL WOMEN OF ST. JOHN'S

Mark your calendars for the Mother-Child Covered Dish Supper! This year it will be held the 3™ Sunday
of May on the 20" at 6:00pm. Bring a covered dish of your choice and enjoy the variety of good food,
then after the meal there will be entertaining fun and fellowship. This is a great opportunity to spend
time with your children, grandchitdren, or any young person you would like to bring. If you have no one
to bring, come anyway and share this time with your St, John sisters. ALL women and children are
invited to attend this special event. We hope to see you on the 20" of May!

Monthly Meetings of the Women of the ELCA — All women are welcome,
April 1'5, 2012 - 6:00pm Leaders: Pat Herb, Elsie Krout and Angela Maurer
May 20, 2012 - 6:00pm MOTHER — CHILD COVERED DISH SUPPER AND PROGRAM

No meeting in June, July or August. A basket will be placed in the foyer to receive your offerings,

Looking Ahead! The Convention of the Lower Susquehanna Synod Women of the ELCA will be held at

~ St.John’s on Saturday, June 23, Since this is the first year for a one-day convention, St. John’s women
were able to accommodate the group and take our turn to be host. This is @ wonderful opportunity for
our women to participate in a synodical event. We will need volunteers to prepare and help the day of
the convention. More information will be following at the women's meetings and in the newsletter,
Please mark your calendar.



Date

April 1
Aptil 2
April 3
April 4
April 5
April 6
April 7
April 8
Aprit 9
Aprit 10
April 11
Aprii 12
April 13
April 14
Aprit 15
April 16
April 17
Aprit 18

April 19

April 20
Aprit 21
Aprit 22
Aprit 23
April 24
Aprit 25
Aprit 26
April 27
April 28
April 29
April 30

CHALLENGE

Judgest:1-2:23

Psalms 50, 51,53, 54

Judges 4:1--5:31

Judges 6:1--8:32

Judges 13:1--16:31

1 Corinthians 1:1--4:21

1 Corinthians 5:1--7:40

1 Corinthians 8:1--11:1

John 14

1 Corinthians 11:2-13:13

1 Corinthians 14:1-16:24

2 Corinthians 1:1-3:18

2 Corinthians 4:1-7:16

2 Corinthians 8:1--10:18

2 Corinthians 11:1-13:14
Psalms 56, 57, 61, Proverbs 18:1-24
Hosea 1:1-4:19

Hosea 5:1--9:7

Hosea 10:1-10;11:1-11; 14:1-8
Amos 1:1-4:13

Amos 5:1-9:15,0badiah

Joel 1:1-3:21

Psalms 62, 63; Proverbs 19:1-21:31
Micah 1:1--4:5

Micah 4.6--7:20

isaiah 1:14:6

{saiah 5:1-7:25

isaiah 8:11-10:34

. Isaiah 11:1--16:14

Psalms 65,66, 67, 68

SURVEY

Judges 2:16-23

1 Peter 4:7-11
Judges 4:1-24
Judges 6:33- 7:22
Judges 16:4-30

1 Corinthians 3:18-23
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
1 Corinthians 9:19-27
1 Corinthians 11:23-32
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
1 Corinthians 15:12-28
2 Corinthians 3:1-6

2 Corinthians 5:17-21
2 Corinthians 9:6-15
2 Corinthians 13:4-14
John 12:44-50
Romans 2:1-11
Hosea 11:1-11

Amos 5:21-24

Amos 9:13-15

Joel 2:12-19

Psalm 51:1-13

Psalm 63:1-8

Micah 4:1-5

Micah 7:18-20

Isaizh 1:11-20

Isaiah 7:1-25

Isaiah 9:1-7

{saiah 11:1-10

Psalm 87:1-7

bookof

Open Scripture.Join the Conversation.

SAMPLER

Judges 2:16

Psalm 53:1

Judges 4:4-5

Judges 8:22-23
Judges 16:27-30

1 Corinthians 3:18

1 Corinthians 6:19-20
1 Corinthians 10:13

1 Corinthians 11:23-26
1Corinthians 13:1,4-7,13
1 Corinthians 16:13-14
2 Corinthians 3:1-6

2 Corinthians 5:17

2 Corinthians 8:9

2 Corinthians 13:5-6
Psalm 61:1-5

Proverbs 18:10

Hosea 6:1-2

Hosea 14.9

Amos 4:13

Amos 5:24

Joel 2:12-13

Proverbs 21:3,21
Micah 4:5

Micah 7:7

Isaiah 1:16-17

Isaiah 7:14

Isaiah 9:6

Isaiah 11:6-7

Psalm 67:1-7

aith



WORSHIP SERVICES FOR APRIL 2012

Altar Guild for Month of April
Lector for Month of April

Pat and Harold Herb

Robert Weaver

Ushers for April (L) Karen Gehring (E) John Ferree, Carl and Louise Baumgardner

APRIL 1, 2012
The Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday
Holy Communion

APRIL 5. 2012
Maundy Thursday 7:00 P. M.
Holy Communion

APRIL 06, 2012
Good Friday

APRIL 8, 20312
Resurrection of Qur Lord/Faster Day

Holy Communion

APRIL 15, 2012
The 2"P Sunday of Easter

APRIL 22, 2012
Third Sunday of Easter

APRIL 29 2012
Fourth Sunday of Barer

Sunday School Superintendent-  Larry Gessner
Sunday School Pianist- Judy Ferree
Greeters- Delmar & Ginny Enders
Acolytes- Reyann Cheatham & Blair Warner
Greeters- The Craig Shade Family
Acolytes- Ryan & Kelsey Henninger
Greeters- The Lynn Mace Family

Sunday School Superintendent-  Jeff Lehman

Sunday School Pianist- Jean Weaver

Greeters- The Baumgardner Family
Acolytes- Allison Mace & Zachary Thompson
Sunday School Superintendent-  Shannon Motter
Sunday School Pianist- Louise Baumgardner
Greeters- The Maurer Family
Acolytes- Tyler D’ Alesandro & Owen Mattern

Sunday School Superintendent-  Ken Koller
Sunday School Pianist- Sandy Paul
Greeters- The Jimt Watson Family
Acolytes- Zachary Thompson & Bryce Roadcap

Larry Gessner

Carol Hubler

The Brian Thompson Family

Nick I’ Alesandro & Blair Warner

Sunday School Superintendent-
Sunday School Pianist-
Greeters-
Acolytes-
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Congregational Council Meeting Minutes
February 12, 2012

The Council Meeting was called to order by President Jim Watson.
Pastor Tom gave a brief financial recap of 2011 and offered devotions.

Present — James Bullock, Daryl Denlinger, Jamie Doyle, John Ferree, Karen
Gehring, Carol Hassinger, Mike Henninger, Pat Herb, Kris Kell, and Jim Watson

Excused Absences — Craig Peters and Mary Peters

Motion by John, 2™ by Karen to accept the January Council minutes. Motion
passed unanimously.

Motion by Jim B., 2™ by Kris to accept the January Congregation Meeting minutes.
Motion passed unanimously.

Reception of Petitions and Communications: Pastor received paperwork for Ray
Bush’s candidacy to the Evangelical Lutheran Church Process of Discernment..
Pastor Tom will draft response and give to Jim Watson for signature and
submission.

Received request for Congregationaf Support for Candidates and Seminary and
decided to give prayerful consideration for the next Council meeting.

Received request to use church and grounds for 5K event to benfit Bryce Wagner
Driving Fund on Saturday, 4/14/12 from 8am- 3pm. The sextons are already on
board with this. Motion by Daryl, 2™ by John. Motion passed unanimousiy.

Synod Assembly is June 1-2 at Messiah College. Nick Motter volunteered to serve
as our male voting representative. Still need female voting member. Faye Nichols
indicated she is willing to serve if needed.

Approved Ray Matter request for the Christian Businessmen’s Association to meet
in the Sunday School Room of the church the 2™ Saturday of every month for
prayer from 7am -9am. Motion by John, 2™ by Jamie. Motion passed unanimously.

Conference Cabinet Meetings: 3/19/12 at 7pm at St. Christopher Church, Lykens.
9/17/12 at 7pm at Salen Church, Killinger. 11/15/12 here at St. John at 7pm.

Pastor’s Report: Motion by Kris, 2™ by Pat to accept Pastor’s report. Motion
passed unanimously,



Treasurer’s Reports: Motion by John, 2" by Mike to accept the treasurer’s
reports. Motion passed unanimously.

Reports of Standing Committees:
Church Property: Still working on ptacement of portable generator which will be
able to generate heat and power for the sexton’s house and church if needed.

Committee is considering what to do with old safe downstairs in stairway which is
over 100 years old. They may look into selling or recycling since it’s not in use and
it rusting.

Finance Committee: Meeting Monday, Feb. 13" at 6pm

Worship & Music: Met 1/17/12 and agreed that Christmas Eve worship went well.
Discussed crowding at Advent program, summer outside worship as well as hosting
Lent service at St. John on 3/7/12. 2/14/12 at 1pm brief worship & fellowship at The
Manor Susquehanna Village.

Christian Education: Met 1/10/12 and reviewed year. Next meeting 2/14/12.
Stewardship: No report |

Evangelism committee: Next meeting is 2/21/12.

Youth Ministry: Youth did a great job on youth led worship today. Snowtubing
open to congregation at group rate on 2/26/12.

Mutual Ministry: No report

Executive: No report

Nominating: No report

History Committee: Booklet being edited and in final stages of completion
Green Team: Met 1/29/12 and are Working on electronib distribution of Epistle,
Battery Recycling and Recycling Committee for Strawberry Festival where we will

recycle Styrofoam this year in addition to cans and plastic water bottles.

Other Reports: 2/15/12 @ 6:30pm Brainstorming meeting for the Strawberry
Festival.

Unfinished Business: None
New Business: Annual Emergency Preparedness Meeting for new Council

members regarding elevator is postponed based on recommendation of elevator
company due to liabitity.



Jim Watson gave update on water sample treatment process and indicated that he’s
been having issues with Microbac, the testing company. Bergey Water is interested
in taking our quarterly samples for us at $75/quarter plus $45 for the annual Nitrate
test. Using Bergey’s would simplify the logistics of the process. Jim agreed to do

the testing for 1Q 2012 and he will contact Bergey’s for a contract to review.

Discussion was held on whether to lock the church during the day when no one is
there in light of the recent burglaries in the area including churches. Jim is going to
check with our insurance company to see if we’re covered in the event that we’re

robbed while the church is unlocked. All Council members were
don’t already have one.

offered keys if they
If anyone needs in the church they should coordinate with

Pastor Tom and the sextons ahead of time. Motion by Jamie, 2" by Kris to keep
the church locked when no one is there. Prayerful consideration will be given on
this topic for the next meeting when this will be discussed again with regard to our
insurance coverage. Motion passed unanimously.

Usher lists were distributed for 2012.

Next Council Meetings: March 12, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. at the Church and April 1,
2012 at 7:30 at Church

Adjournment: Motion by Jamie, 2™ by Mike to adjourn at 9:05 p.m.

Current
Benevolence
Memorial
Improvement
Bicent CkAcct
Bicent Svngs

Flower

Treasurers Report for

January 2012
Prior Balance Receipts
7,761.92 11,752.34
65.62 1,863.53
34,266.22 - 735.51 -
3,920.07 555.50
13,883.91 -
5,300.19 -
102.06 176.00

Respecitfully submitted,
Jamie Doyle, Secretary

Expenses

10,894.58

1,863.50

945.00

840.00

200.00

EOM

8,619.68
65.65
35,001.73
3,530.57
13,043.91
5,300.19
78.06



2OLIUNY

Tuesday - 8:00 AM. -9:20 AM.
Wednesday  8:00 A.M. —~12:00 Noon
Thursday 8:00 A.M. — 12:00 Noon
Friday 8:00 AM. -9:30 AM.
(Other times by appointment)
Web sites of Interest:

SpueYy QO “om s, pon- SRIFA
W Y200y Ueran] {esoSueay Y [%V/J

QALSANOTY ADIAYAS SSAAAAY

190L1 Vd ‘BmgsIo[iN
TH YEIRg SO0L1 Vd ‘DINdSATIad
dIivd 30V1S0Od 'St 0LTX0H 'O'd
810 ygog-uon PR TS PP v ph 19
' PARISH STAFF
The Rev. Thomas Bruner, Jr., Pastor :rjohnhitlchurch i GORIEr.COM evreneersaesensasns 362-9519 (0)
362-7895 (H)
Carrie & Steven Schlegel, Sextons schlegelscents@hotmail.com.... ............. 576-2834 OR 433-0455
Judith Ferree, Organist jjferree@epiX.net....ccceurvcecarennncrennene veserersnarerns3602-4228
Sandra Paul, Secretary rhpaul@epiX.iel caeeesssesecacasaans eesecrnssrrsarestersanstareans 362-4117
James Watson, Council President loisbulll 7@gmail.com...........ccvviveucenenen. 362-3247
Lorraine Henninger, Prayer Chain Coordinator .............. treseasresnsensennas 362-9108
* % * * * * * * * * * * L] * *
Pastor’s Office Hours: Monday 8:00 AM.—9:30 AM.
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Open Scripture. join the Conversation

Ev. Lutheran Church in America www.elca.org
Lower Susquehanna Synod www.lss-elca.org



